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editorial 
RESEARCH IS THE KEY 

Guest Editorial by Keith Basterfield 

In the late 1960s, there was an authorised myth surrol.l1ding the UFO phenomena. 

If one delved into the books of the era, one found UFOlogists discussing sightings 

by astronauts, "angel hair", spectacular photographs, and aliens from space. 

Today, looking at newsletters, journals, and books we find astronaut observations 

dismissed, "angel hair" hardly ever mentioned, very few photographs accepted as genuine, 

and debate as to whether close encounters have a psychological basis. 

Just what has brought about this change? In a word, research - indepth, critical 

reviewing of the basic data. 

Observations by astronauts have been patiently researched by James Oberg who has 

shown that they crumble when rational, reasonable, analysis is applied to them. 

Computer enhancement of pictures has revealed that very few can be regarded as 

other than hoaxes, film faults, double exposures or misidentifications. 

Examination of the large number of physical trace cases reveals that few stand 

up to rigorous examination. 
f 

Many researchers have contributed to the debate on the subjective/objective 

nature of certain close encounters. Lawson's birth trauma hypothesis, Persinger and 

Devereux's earth hypotheses, Randles' UAPs. 

Research is the key. However, are we researching the residue sufficiently well 

enough? Well, we have all kinds of ideas on the boil, but we need more informed 

debate. So, please do your homework, look into a subject of interest to you, come 

up with ideas and write about them. UFORAN is the vehicle through which to air your 

ideas, providing they are well researched-1 
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A MYSTERIOUS EXPERIENCE 

By Joan Johnston - UFORA Representative W.A. 

Du ring th e Aug u st 1 9 84 sch ool h ol id ays, a 
56 year ol d si g nwr it er exp erien ced t he f ol ­
l owing ev ent wh il st on a S af ar i  Carav an 
T ou r :  

At a one d ay c amp at t h e  C ap ric or n R oad 
H ou se, sit u at ed 25  k m  ou t of Mt  Newman , 
t h e  wi t ness arose at 3 a. m. t o  g o  t o  t h e  
ab l u t ion b l ock . O n  t h e  way he  was sudd enl y 
su rrou n d ed b y  an i mmen se pu rp l e, r ed t o  
p i nk ,  g l ow wh i ch was acc ompani ed b y  a 
st ran g e  wh i st l i ng ,  wh ish ing, n oise. Th e 
p h en omen on pu l sat ed an d h overed al l ar ou nd 
h im in a c irl c e. B oth t h e  c ol ou rs and 
sou nd b ecame mor e int ense, and f r ig h t ening, 
an d ev en t u al l y  b l end ed t og et h er an d p r o­
g ressed sl owl y d own ward s t o  t h e  eart h ,  in 
a sout h er l y d irect ion , and th en simp l y 
ceased t o  exist . 

Th e nig h t  was c l ear and warm. Th e area 

was isol at ed and ext remel y qu iet . 

Th e wi t n ess was c l ad onl y in p yj amas and 
st at ed t h at ,  ev en t h ough h e  was col d ,  h e  
was cov ered i n  sweat and was ab sol ut el y 
1 1 p et ri f ied 1 1  and qu i t e p owerl ess t o  mov e. 
He est i mat es t h e  ep i sod e was of 20 mi n­
u t es du rat i on as h e  h ad a t orch wi th  h i m 
wh i ch h e  sh one on t h e  c l ock wh en l eav i ng 
and ret u rn i ng t o  t h e  carav an. Th e wit ness 
d id c onsi d er awaken ing h is son, wit h wh om 
h e  was sh aring t h e  carav an, but  was so 
up set by h is exp eri ence t h at h e  cou l d  not 
d ec i d e  on any d ef in it e  c ou rse of act i on. 

Th e n ext morning the  p art i cip ant f ound 
he was n ot al on e in h i s  exper i ence f or 
h e  met , and sp ok e wit h ,  a 1 1 C omet 1 1 t r ans­
p ort dri v er wh o h ad ob serv ed and also 
und erg one t h e  same exp e r ienc e. Th e wit ­
ness st at es h e  was so ov erwh el med b y  h is 
exp erience t h at h e  wi l l  never f org et it . 

A CLOSE ENCOUNTER AT SEA 

By Joan Johnston - UFORA Representative W.A. 

On e ni g ht ,  d u ring Nov emb er 19 84, a f ish­
in g t r awl er 'ou t of Fremant l e, nor t h  of t h e  
b el 1 b u oy, was exp erienc ing st ran g e  weat her 
wi th  l ot s  of squ al l s  an d st at i c  in t h e  air, 
ev en t h ough  i t  was v ery q u iet , wi th onl y 
a 7 kn ot b reez e. 

Aft er mi d nigh t ,  t h e  sk ip p er an d a d eckh and 
were on wat ch and t ak ing a r ad ar f ix wh en 
a l arg e ''c raf t 1 1 came f rom b eh ind  Rot t nest 
I sl and . Th ere were th ree l arg e sh i p s at 
anc h or wh i ch al l sh owed on rad ar, h owev er, 
t h e  my st eriou s obj ect  d id not . Th e 
sk ip p er �ou l d  not u nd erst and t h is and so 
kept  ch eck i ng .  H e  d esc r i b ed t h e obj ect 
as b eing l i k e a b i g  b i rt hd ay c ak e  wi th al l 
t h e  can d l es 1 it . l t  was sau cer sh ap ed 

wit h a semi- circ �l ar, wh i t e- orange t o  
wh i te - b l u e, h az e  ar ou nd i t . Th ere were 
l ot s  of p rot ub er an ces st i ck ing ou t from 
t h e  t op of t h e  11 craf t 1 1 and al l were of 
d i f f eren t h ei gh t s. Th e obj ect was sou nd ­
l ess and mov ed v ery fast . 

Th e 1 1 craf t 11 went ov er t h e  f irst sh i p  ( al l  
sh ips were very wel 1 l it wit h al l n av i ­
g at i on 1 ig h t s  on) and al l t h e  sh ip 's 
l i gh t s  wen t ou t .  l t  p r oceed ed ov er t h e  
ot h er t wo sh i ps and th eir l ight s also 
d ied .  A l l l igh t s  came b ack on as soon 
as th e obj ect passed comp l et el y  ov erh ead . 

Th e sk i pp er st at es t h at th e 1 1 c raft 1 1 was 
en ormou s and at l east f our or f i v e t imes 
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l arger than a ship - i.e. sheep carrier. 
The witnesses observed the· object for 20 
minutes unti l it went out. They l ikened 
its going to turning off the te l evision, 
with a l itt l e  dot being l eft and then 
vanishing. The appearance of the_phenom- ' 

enon reminded the witness of the mother 
ship in the fi l m  1 1 C l ose Encounters of the 
Third Ki nd11•  

A l though the skipper and his deckhand were 

f 
11 

After Years of cover-uP and accusations 
cDout UFOs be in� Part of a caPita I ist PI ot, 
the Soviet Union has set UP a commission 
to investi�ate unidentified fiYin� objects • .  

The Russian newsPaPer TRUD <Labor> said 
the commission would be headed bY former 
astronaut Pavel PoPovich. 

PoPovich said there were hundreds of 
si�htin�s each Year in the Soviet Union, 
but most could be exPlained awaY. APParent­
ly, all si�htin�s could ·not be exPlained 
away, because theY involved technical IY 
trained observers. 

One such event took Place on the evenin� 
of March 27, 1983, near GorkY. Air traf­
fic controllers located a craft fiYin� in 
their direction and not respondin� to 
radio si�na Is. 

' . 

As the object neared the airfield the air 
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not frightened, they fe l t  very apprehensive · 
and were re l ieved and g l ad when the object 
l eft. 

I asked the skipper if there were any 
American ships in port at the time and h,e 
said there was 1 submarine and 2 ·dest royers. 
He a l so said that whenever any Japanese 
boats came into port, it was a l ways at 
night and they were a l ways accompanied by 
a gun boat .l  

traffic controllers could see it with-their 
own eYes. It was steel-�ray, ci�ar-shaPed 
and the size of an airliner; but it had no 
win�s or tail and was fiYin� at an altitude 
of 3, ooo feet at 125 miles Per hour. 

Next, the object flew 45 miles to the south, 
turned, and flew back north for about 25 
miles-before vanishin�. In al I, the stran�e 
craft was observed on Soviet radar for 40 
minutes. 

TRUD quoted Anatoly Lo�unov, a vice-Presi­
dent of the Academy of Sciences, as saYin� 
that Soviet scientists take the subject 
seriouslY and admit there are occasional 
rePorts that cannot be exPlained. BY selec­
in� an astronaut to head the Pro�ram, one 
could susPect they believe at least some of 
these objects are from somewhere in sPace. 
Far out • • •  



...... 

On four seParate occasions a UFO, described as 
·
bein� "the size of a football field", 

has been si�hted over Perth in Western Australia. The obJect, which some comPared to 
the mother-shiP in the movie "Close Encounters of the Third Kind", was described, on 
three occasions, as bein� saucer-shaPed with a red li�ht on toP and with Yellow-white 
li�hts encirclin� it. One witness described its undersurface as �lass-like. AI I ob­
servers stated that the UFO was soundless. 

Joan Johnston, our UFORA rePresentative in Western Australia, is currentlY investi�at­
in� the fol lowin� four PreliminarY rePorts which she has submitted, at this earlY sta�e, 
for the benefit of UFORAN readers. 

JANUARY 10, 1985, 2100 HOURS: 

A motor cYclist and Pil Ion Passen�er, who PUI led UP at traffic li�hts, saw, in comPanY 
with a carload of three PeoPle, the hu�e UFO described above. TheY aPProached the resi­
dents of a nearbY house and the four householders also came outside and witnessed the 
UFO. Their names and address are on record for use in Jean's continuin� investi�ations. 
AI I the PeoPle, at the scene, witnessed the obJect for 15 minutes before it stood on 
end and took off over the citY and was lost to si�ht. 

JANUARY 11, 1985, 2100 HOURS: 

A taxi driver, and his two Passen�ers, saw a hti�e UFO which sPanned the six laned hi�h­
way, theY were travel lin� towards Perth, as wel I as an adJacent six laned hi�hway. AI I 
three observed the obJect for two minutes before it disaPPeared behind hi�h rise build­
in�s as theY reached a low Point in the hi�hwaY. The taxi driver is currentlY aPProach­
in� his two Passen�ers to ask for their verification for Jean's continuin� investi�atian. 

JANUARY 12, 1985, 2100 HOURS: 

A lady, drivin� towards Perth from Freemantle, saw an enonnous UFO circlin� around Perth. 
She ·described it as bein� solid like the side of a cYlinder. 

JANUARY 13, 1985, 0149 HOURS: 

A 33 Year-old woman, in comPanY with a male friend, saw a ci�ar-shaPed obJ�ct, which she 
described as be�� the size of the local shoPPin� centre, come inland off the ocean and 
move to their location. T�e ni�ht was very stonnY and it was blowin� a �ale. Suddenly, 
the UFO emitted a brilliant exPlosion of li�ht and then a whirrin� noise was heard. Once 
overhead, the obJect was seen to be more saucer than ci�ar shaPed .and, fol lowin� the ex­
Plosion, the �ale winds stoPPed comPletelY and the air became stilI and verY hot. The 
ladY noticed that her do� was behavin� stran�eiY. She �ot her camera and took four 
Photo�raPhs which are in the Process of bein� develoPed. The obJect tilted at an an�le 
and deParted. 

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATIONS TODATE: 

Joan contacted Pearce Air Force Base but received no helP with her enquiries. She next 
contacted the DePartment .of Aviation who advised that the UFO could have been a smal I 
advertisin� aircraft currentlY oPeratin�. Next Joan contacted Jandakot Air Force Base 
and was told that the sin�le-en�ine Plane was PrivatelY owned and stationed at their 
field. The advertisin� aircraft has 1, 000 �lobes on its underside. 

On JanuarY 12, 1985, the motorcYclist, who first witnessed the UFO, went out ·to the hil Is 
a�Jacent to Perth and he, and the friends who accomPanied him, witnessed the UFO a�ain 
at 2100 hours and, after its deParture, theY saw the smal I advertisin� aircraft.l 
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THE JlnDABYnE UPO 

ABDUCTIOn CASE 

By MARK MORAVEC 

A possible "UFO abduction" experience was 

reported by a 21-year-ol4 man. The man 

was referred to UFO Research (NSW) by 

Penrith Air Force Base. He wrote a letter 

outlining his claims and was interviewed 

by the author on September 8, 1984. 

THE LIGHT 

The events began with the sighting o f  a 
nocturna l l ight . As far as the percipient 
can reca l l ,  the date was most l ike l y  
September 2 7, 1 9{4 . The percipient was 
aged about 1 1  years at the time . He and 
a 1 9-year-o l d  friend were spot l ighting 
anima l s  ( hunting at night) on a 40 hectare 
property severa l ki l ometres from Jindabyne 
in the Snowy Mountains region o f  New South 
Wa l es .  At about 9 p .m ., they spotted a 
bright white spherica l l ight on the ground 
about 800 metres away . The l ight appeared 
to be constant and was estimated to be 

about 3 metres acros s and twice the appar­
ent size o f  the fu l l moon . A l though the 
l ight was bright, it did not appear to 
cast much 1 ight about it . The 1 ight was 
observed for approximate l y  ha l f  an hour . 
They conj ectured that it was pos sib l y  a 
farmer•s l ights, but it was too �ar away, 
and too co l d, to make a definite identifi­
cation . A l ater Inspection by day l ight 
revea l ed nothing in the fie l d, not even a 
road . 
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The fo l l owing evening at about 8 p .m ., the 
two young men were with severa l other 
friends when they a l l saw the stationary 
l ight again . l t  was in sight for between 
one and two hours . At the time, they did 
not give it much attention . 

THE ABDUCTION 

About. nine years a fter these sightings, the 
reporting percipient began to have vivid 
memories of that first evening . He rea lised 
that they had taken about two hours to wa l k  
on l y  one ki l ometre . Over a period of  ap­
proximate l y  six months, he experienced 
vivid images . The percipient fe l t  that this 
was materia l he wasn•t supposed to reca l l .  
As he re l ated in his l etter ( spe l l ing cor­
rected) : 

"I realized that after seeing the light 

there was a time lapse of some two hours. 

I would remember bits and pieces of our 

walk but it was so dream-like compared to 

the memories I was having. I was not 

asleep. 

"I saw myself and my friend approach the 

light but we weren't walking. We were 

wrapped in a blue light ourselves. We 

floated in a door way into a complex room 

of tubes and benches etc. We were laid on 

a table. All the while tall thin beings 

with arms and legs - long fingers (no 



THE JINDABYNE UFO ABDUCTION CASE 

joints ) smooth grey skin and smooth nose­
le s s  ·faces watched and kind o f  squirmed 
( like when we are waiting in a queue ) .  

" The room was grey blue ( they were light 
grey ) and a bluish light seemed to emanate 
from the corners of the wal ls and ceilings. 
The room was cramped and square ... 

"The beings had j ust enough room to get in 
between us and around us. They had cream 
ove rhead lights to look at us with. 

"We lay the re and coul d see them lean ove r  
us . They hooked up wires to our skin and 
s eemed to be able to pul l  our clothe s 
open without te aring them . 

" They seemed very b usy at the time and 
o ften would look at e ach other and pas s 
ins truments from one another. 

" As far as I could in terpret they we re 
gauging how electromagnetic fie lds rel ated 
to my body and the atmosphere . 

" I  remember my friend ( olde r  than I )  tried 
to re sist ( he ' came round ' )  but they took 
him away only to return him. His eyes 
we r� s unken, he was pale and very co­
operative. ( He pas sed out on ce he layed 
down ) . 

" The tests went on for some time and afte r 
literal ly hundreds o f  wire s had been con­
nected they j us t  took them o f f , closed up 
my clothes and l e ft us both. 

" We were not afraid but were not re ally 
cons cious eithe r .  

" They put us back where we had first seen 
them and that was th at . 

" Two hours had pas s ed since the walk we 
had went· for about 3 hours . . . 

" I  remember that we regained cons ciousness 
a fter walking across a ridge and spot­
lighting a horse " .  

During the interview, the percipient des­
cribed the events and "beings " in further 
detai l . At the time o f  the sighting, it 
was dead quiet; there was no noise made by 

I 

� 
I I 

I 
t 
� 
11; 

,I 

(Percipient's original sketch of alien 

- front and side views) . "No apparent 

joints anywhere except neck". 

crickets, rabbits or other animals . A low 
whist l ing how l ing hum was heard from the 
obj ect . Inside the obj ect were benches and 
cupboards with she l ves on which were too l s 
and instrument�. Panels of red and yel l ow 
lights flashed on and off. The interior was 
a matte grey colour. 

The entities were first seen when the per­
cipients were floated towards the obj ect . 
The entities were floating outside the 
hatch which was s l owl y opening. The young 
men were p l aced on two benches in the rec­
tangular room . Three entities examined 
them whi l st a fourth entity intermittent l y  
came into and out of the room. The "beings11 
were over two metres ta l l, very thin, hair­
les s, had grey bu l ges where the eyes should 
be, s l it- l ike mouths, f l at noses and no 
apparent ears. The feet were not noticed . 
lt was unclear whether or not the entities 
wore any clothing . If they did, it wou l d 
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THE JINDABYNE UFO ABDU CTION CASE 

have been a skin-tight covering. No fea­
tures were observed which would distinguish 
the entities as either male or female. The 
entities floated when they were outside 
the object but walked with very large steps 
when they were inside. They moved in such 
a flexible way that they apparently lacked 
most normal bodily joints, excepting neck 
to head. The fingers were long and bone­
less and all had the same flexible mobility 
as a human thumb. The entities communi­
cated with each other by gestures. Though 
no words or sounds were exchanged, the 
entities seemed to know what was going on 
and what they had to do. When the beings 
touched him, the percipient could feel 
that they were warmer than humans. 

THE DREAM 

In early 1 98 3 ,  in the midst of his "mem­
ories" of abduction, the percipient had 
a strange dream: 

" It consisted of me and a friend flying a 
space craft onto a landing pad of i ce , 
like somewhere in the north pole . Huge 
i ce is l ands surrounded us and many other 
simi l ar ( and dis s imi l ar)  craft were ' park­
ed ' there " .  

The two went in to one 11sh i p11 and wa 1 ked 
into a control room. The crew came in 
and indicated they shouldn 1t be there. 
The percipients disappeared through a 
white wall which went transparent and in­
to a dark blue region which looked 1 ike 
space. After wafting through this void, 
the percipient remembered coming down to 
a place. He had the body of a fox and was 
running around trees and catching animals. 
lt snowed very heavily until he, as the 
fox, was snowed under. He regained his 
human form and then a large faceless being 
with a human-like body, dressed in furs, 
reached down into the snow and pulled the 
percipient out. The being then also pul­
led a woman out of the snow. The being 
said, "this is yours. Go". 

The dream occurred in the morning, shortly 
before waking up. The percipient 1s im­
mediate reaction after waking was: "What 
a surprise. Why should I have such a 
strange dream"? He had slept in his usual 
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sleep pattern - heavy and continuous. The 
percipient only recalls his dreams rarely. 
When he does, they are usually vivid and in 
colour. 

THE PERC IP IENT 

When the reporting percipient first began 
to remember the "abduction" experience, he 
had "powerful emotions of real fear and the 
feeling 1 ike I had been •raped 1 - used like 
some specimen and dumped11• He cou 1 dn 1 t 
think about the beings without· nearly crying 
with fear. He resented having been used and 
interpreted the entity•s reaction as that of 
routine - "just another night 1s  work". These 
feelings were alleviated somewhat after at­
tending several meditation sessions. 

The percipient feels that he most 1 ikely 
remembered the incident as a result of his 
meditation activities. About two years ago, 
he started doing transcendental meditation 
(concentrating on the after-image of a 
candle or concentrating on a word or 
"mantra") and the "abduction memories" began 
about 8- 1 2  months later. 

The experience has stimulated an interest 
in the maths and physics of time and space. 
The percipient has become interested in 
such things as the numerical relationship 
between the sun and the Earth and ideas of 
alternate forms of movement within time­
space. The experience has also stimulated 
an interest in UFOs. Following the recall 
of the "abduction", the percipient has read 
several books about UFOs including the first 
three books by Bruce Cathie and "Alien Honey­
comb". He has seen the movie, "Close Encoun­
ters of the Third Kind", on television, but 
this was after he had recalled his own ex­
periences. About three years ago, he saw 
a documentary hosted by Leonard Nimoy (prob­
ably an episode of the "In Search Of" tele­
vision series) where hypnotic regression 
techniques were used on UFO witnesses. He 
has seen Von Daniken•s "Chariots of the 
Gods". As a young child, he had watched 
the science fiction TV series "Lost in 
Space" and "My Favourite Martian11• He has 
had some interest in occult phenomena since 
the age of eight and has read one book on 
ps y chede 1 i c experiences : Lea ry 1 s 11The 
Politics of Ecstasy". 



THE JINDABYNE UFO ABDUCTION 
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Has the percipient experienced any other 
anomalous or paranormal phenomena? He 
has not had any other UFO sightings. On 
rare occasions, when he has been tired and 
affected by alcohol, he has seen "colours" 
upon falling asleep. His eyes have been 
closed when he had such experiences. 

As far as "p;;ychic'' experiences, the per­
cipient believes he has an intuition. 
Several times he has had premonitions of 
forthcoming events. He believes he has 
developed some degree of psychic ability 
through his meditation. He has had sev­
eral mystical and psychedelic experiences 
during meditation. On one occasion, 
about two 'or three years ago, he saw an 
apparition for several seconds whilst 
walking up a flight of stairs. The appari­
tion was an indefinite whitish light and 
was situated at the bottom of the stairs. 

. lt touched him and he felt the sensation 
of a hand. He was scared and ran up the 
stairs into his bedroom. As far as he 
knows, none of his relatives are psychic 

or have had psychic experiences. The per­
cipient states. he has never had blackouts, 
never sleep walked and has never been hyp­
notised. 

The percipient has been working as a pro­
fessional musician for the last year. He 
describes himself as a stable, intuitive 
person with a good understanding of human 
consciousness. 

He stated he would be willing to participate 
in any studies, including hypnotic regres­
sion, that might be able to validate his 
claims. 

EVALUATION 

During the interview, the percip.t.ent pres­
ented as a sincere and stable person with 
no obvious indication of a hoax or psycho­
logical problems. 

There was, however, an initial discrepancy 
relating to the date of the first UFO sight­
ing. In his letter, the percipient claimed 
he was aged " 1 6 going on 1 7" when he had his 
UFO experience. During the interview, he 
claimed he was actually aged 1 1  or 1 2. Upon 
further questioning, he stated the younger 
age was correct and that he had been too 
hasty in writing his letter and therein 
given the incorrect age. 

The nocturnal 1 ight sightings were alleged­
ly witnessed by one other person in the 
first case and by several others during the 
second night. At this stage of the inves­
tigation, none of the other witnesses have 
been located or questioned. Attempts are 
presently being made to contact the second 
UFO witness to the first sighting through 
one of the percipient's relatives. 

There is no physical evidence accompanying 
the sightings of the lights. At the time, 
the percipients did not specifically look 
for any physical evidence following their 
sightings. 

The percipient feels that the abduction 
experiences were recalled with such vivid­
ness that this indicates they actually 
happened. 
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PLAN VIEW OF ROOM IN OBJECT 

Th e t wo mos t common l y  s ug g es t ed i n t er­
p ret a t i on s  of  1 1 U FO ab d u ct i on 1 1  cas es ( apart 
f rom hoax i n g )  a re t h a t  t h ey a ct u a l l y  oc­
cu rred as phy s i ca l l y  rea l even t s , o r  t h a t  
t h ey a re psycho l og i ca l  i n  o ri g i n , i . e. 
h a  1 1 u c i n a t  o ry . 

Th e psy cho log i ca l  hypo t h es i s  fo r th i s  cas e  
cou l d  b e  pos t u l a t ed a s  fo l l o ws : Th e p er­
c i p i en t s  m i s p ercei v ed a mun dan e l i gh t  
sou rc e  ( s uch a s  a b ri gh t  as t ronom i ca l  ob­
jec t c l os e  to t h e  ho ri zon - not e t h e  l i ght 
was v i s i b l e on t wo con s ecu t i v e n i gh t s  fo r 
rel at i vel y ext en d ed d u rat i on s ) . Th e re­
po rt i n g  p erc i p i en t • s  med i t a t i on a ct i v i t i es 
t ri gg ered an abdu ct i on fan tasy . B ecaus e  
th e exp eri en ce  was v ery v i v i d ,  hav i ng 
occu rred d u ri n g  an a l t ered s t a t e  o f  con ­
s c i ous n ess , i t  was m i s t a k en l y  i n t erp ret ed 
as  a reca l l  o f  actua l even t s . Th e p er­
c i p i en t • s  ea rl y occu l t b el i ef s  and  oth er 
c l a i m ed psych i c exp eri en c es a l so i n flu en ced 
hi m towa rds ma k i n g a l i t era l i n t erp ret a­
t i on of  h i s f an ta sy . Th e con t en t  and 
t h emes of t h e  a bduct i on fan tasy o ri g i n a t ed 
f rom d i v erse s ou rces ran g i n g  f rom �a rl y 
s c i en c e- f i ct i on TV s eri es to con t empo ra ry 
med i a  U FO repo rt s .  Th ere a re s ev era l p re­
ced en t s  wh i eh i n d i cat e t h e  p erc i p i en t  could 
b e  p ron e to s u b ject i v e exp eri en ces of  an 
exot i c  n a t u re, e. g .  psych ed e  1 i c and mysti ca 1 
exp eri en c es du ri n g med i t a t i on ,  th e U FO 
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d ream a n d  th e app a ri t i on exp eri en ce. 

l t  shoul d  be no t ed t h a t  t h e  v i v i dn es s  of 
t h e  experi en ce  do es not n ec es sa ri l y  i n d i cat e 
act ua l phys i ca l  occu rren ce. P sycho l og i ca l 
s t ud i es of a l t ered s t a t es of  con s c i ou s n ess , 
i n du ced by a v a ri ety o f  mean s, i n d i ca t e  
th at h a l l un i na to ry exp eri en c es a re oft en 
p erc ei v ed as  b ei ng  v ery v i v i d  an d th e p er­
ci p i en t  i s  somet i mes comp l et el y  con v i n ced 
t hat  t h e  exp eri enc es were phys i ca l l y-occu r­
ri ng ev en t s . 

Th ere app ea rs to b e  a reason ab l e p robab il i ty 
t h a t  the  noc t u rna l 1 i g h t  s i gh t i n gs  occu rred 
as  o ri g i na l l y  d es c ri b ed .  But , d u e  to t h e  
l ack o f  any s upport i ve phys i ca l  ev i d en ce 
o r  co rroborat i on by oth er wi t n es s es ,  th ere 
i s  a t  p res en t  no ev i d en c e to con f i rm t h e  
1 1 abduct i on 1 1 exp eri en ce occu rred as  a rea l 
phys i ca l  ev en t . If a psycho l og i ca l i n t er­
p ret a t i on i s  favou red , th e fo l l ow i ng qu es ­
t i on s a re ra i s ed :  Wha t  i n i t i a t ed s u ch an 
exp eri en ce? Why shou l d  th i s  part i cu l a r 
p erson h av e  th i s  exp eri en c e? An d why i s  
t h ere a con s i s t ency i n  t h e  t h emes o f  th i s  
cas e and o f  o t h er abduct i on cas es ?  T�e 
J i n d abyn e cas e  appea rs to b e  a ty p i ca l  
examp l e  o f  t h e  U FO abd u ct i on c l a i ms that  
have  b een repo rt ed f rom many coun t ri es 
over t h e  l as t  t wo d ecad es . l 



There is a wealth of information on elec­

tromagnetic effects, on motor vehicles, 

during encounters with ·the UFO phenomena. 

(1) However, little has been written about 

yet another strange effect that surfaces 

in some cases where an invisible force 

seems to affect the car, witness, or 

environment. This force swirls trees (2), 
water (3) , moves vehicles without control 

from the motorist (4). Some events of 

this nature are on file with the Tasmanian 

UFO Investigation Centre in their Cata- . 

logue. Other cases, with no UFO apparent, 

are in the "too hard" basket. 

CASE 1: TA74026. JulY 27, 1974, at 

1900 hrs. Two witnesses. 

Bri�ewater to CamPania. 

Two witnesses were travel I in� home, to 

Tasmania's east coast, when theY first 

noticed a bri�ht white li�ht in the north­

ern skY which was movin� across their 

field of v1s1on. The li�ht droPPed near 

a QuarrY then shot UP a�ain. The witnes­

ses felt there was somethin� odd about it, 

but theY continued on their waY. The 

li�ht kePt Pace with them and seemed to 

come verY close as the road wound throu�h 

a narrow valleY. It had, bY this sta�e, 

resolved itself into a trian�ular shaPe -

a cloudY �reY with a white li�ht in the 

centre and a red li�ht in front and Just 

outside the trian�le. The witnesses were 

bY now rather disturbed as theY estimated 

the obJect was, at times, onlY 50 metres 

awaY. It had been keePin� comPanY with 

them for·abo�t 20 kilometres. 

As theY aPProached the smal I town of 

CamPania, the obJect moved hi�her into 

the skY before descendin� onto the new 

road theY would take at the next inter­

section. At this Point, the witness felt 

a Pul I in� force from the obJect. "I felt 

as if I was in its Power, as if it was 

�oin� to take over the controls of the 

car". The car was hard to steer and wander­

ed over to the ri�ht-hand side of the road, 

nearest the obJect. Pul I in� the car back 

to the correct side of the road was QUite 

an effort .. 

After the obJect disaPPeared, the witn�ses' 

shoulders and arms ached. It was an effort 

to keeP the car on course for the last 8 

kilometres. TheY were so shaken that theY 

diverted to a relative's house for a cuP 

of tea and a chance to re�ain their comPosure. 

CASE 2: TA74052. September 1974. 0400 

hrs. Two witnesses. Lake Echo. 

Unlike our first case, when the witness 

thou�ht the Presence of an obJect affected 

the car's handlin�, the Lake Echo rePort 

involves an observed effect on the lake. 

Our witness tel Is how he and � friend were 

visitin� the lake on a fishin� triP. TheY 

were UP before dawn with their rods fixed 

onto sticks which were Positioned some 3 

metres back from the shore. 

A ye I low dome-shaPed obJect was observed 

above a hilI to their north. Althou�h it 

was luminous and bri�ht it did not reflect 

onto anYthin� or make anY noise. The moon­

sized obJect floated down in front of the 

hilI and came to rest either on or J�st 

above the surface of the water which was 

Placid - the stars could be seen reflected 
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in the lake. As it sat there for 7 minmes, 
the object faded in bri�htness a bit but 
did not aPPear to cause anY disturbance on 
the water. At this sta�e the dome-shaPe 
was about 400-500 metres distant. 

The witness now made a stran�e observation, 
which was assumed to be due to the Pres­
ence of the object. The level of the 
water had risen sufficientlY to cover the 
sticks 3 metres in from the shore. The 
lake had advanced horizontal IY for 3 metres 
althou�h this onlY required a smal I verti­
cal rise. Th� water itself was as stilI 
as a mil IPond. The object now moved UP 
and off to the east. Acceleratin� raPidly, 
it vanished in a matter of seconds. 

With daYbreak, it could be seen that a 
number of 20-25 metre lo�s. had floated 
uP from the bottom and were IYin� on the 
shore. Others were floatin� in the shal­
low water. The witness had been out the 
Previous evenin� and encountered no lo�s, 
otherwise theY would not have been able 
to use a boat. The lake had fa I I en to 
its ori�inal level bY 6 a.m. and the lo�s 
on the water sank back out of_ si�ht. The 
witness said that the HYdro-Electric 
Commission do alter the lake level but 
this takes a number of daYs• not a matter 
of minutes. Interestin�ly, a sPate of 
si�htin�s occurred about the area in earlY 
1975. 

CASE 3: TA 78061. JulY 1975 . 0320 hrs. 
One witness. Poatina Hi�hwaY. 

It was a cold winter's ni�ht as our wit­
ness headed hcme from Tasmania's south-west. 
He was travel I in� on a hi�hland road. 
Somethin� seemed to haPPen to the car's 
steerin�. The vehicle went sharPlY to the 
ri�ht-hand side of the road, barelY miss� 
two �uidePosts. As the witness slowed 
down, he noticed a bri�ht oran�e li�ht 
to the ri�ht. He continued on for a few 
more kilometres, but a�ain had trouble 
with the steerin�. He decided to Pul I UP 
and see what was wron�. Once more, the 
witness saw an object near the road, but 
this time he had a better look as he �ot 
out of his car. It was helicoPter-like in 
shape, blue on toP and oran�e below. It 
had a narrow Yellow tail to the ri�ht. 

1 2  

The witness thou�ht it looked the same size· 
as a car. The object was low, at tree-toP 
level• and in front of the nearbY mountain. 
After about two minutes, the object seemed 
to slide awaY sid�ways, over the hil Is, and 
out of si�ht. The witness checked his 
steerin�, found nothin� wro�. and continu­
ed on home without further incident. 

CASE 4: TA79112. Au�ust 20, 1979. 2128 
hrs. One witness. Murchison 

·Hi�hwaY. 

The witness was travel I in� from Tasmania's 
west coast, to the north-west of the state, 
on the Murchison Hi�hwaY - a triP she had 
made manY times. Before leavin�, the car 
was functionin� correctlY and the Petrol 
level was ful I. Rou�hiY halfway on her 
trip, the interior of the .car was suddenlY 
lit uP bY a �reen li�ht, about the same 
intensitY as the car's interior li�ht. At 
the same time she noticed a �reen li�ht, 
low over the tree tops, to the rear of her 
car. There was no illumination outside of 
the car excePt for the car headli�hts. The 
VW station wa�on now lost sPeed, decelerat­
in� to about 50 km/h. The witness Pressed 
the accelerator but nothin� haPPened. The 
en�ine failed to increase revs and ran on 
at the same sPeed. The witness also tried 
chan�in� �ears and brakin�, but nothin� 
had any effect on the vehicle's Pro�ress. 
Due to the slowin� down of the car, the 
witness was able to check the time at 9.28 
P.m. and also to observe that the Venus­
sized li�ht seemed to staY in the same 
relative Position to the car. This was 
desPite curves and sharP diPs in the road. 
The li�ht continued behind her car for some 
8 to 10 kilometres, with the car just �oin� 
on at the same sPeed. Suddenly, the li�ht 
was �one and the car at once Picked uP 
sPeed and everYthin� returned to normal. 
She checked the time and was surPrised to 
find it was now 9.29 P.m., her watch aPPar­
entlY havin� stoPPed durin� the si�htin� 
<manual wind>. The car clock had also 
stoPPed durin� the event. Another surPrise, 
for the witness, was that the Petrol �au�e 
showed emPtY on the comPletion of her 230 
kilometre triP. It usual IY uses half a 
t an k o f P e t ro I • 

CASE 5: TA 84013. November 1983. 2100 
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hrs. One witness. StanleY River 
Road. 

The most recent rePort with an invisible 
force has onlY recentlY come to the Centre� 
attention. Like Case 4, it occurred on 
Tasmania's west coast, about 50 kilometres 
to the south. The witness was drivin� 
home,on a triP of about 33 kilometres, 
when the area about his car was lit up, 
aPParentlY from a brilf i"'ani circle of blue­
white li�hts that had aPPeared above his 
car. The witness decided to stop and have 
a look at the li�hts, but he found that he 
could not stoP the car with the brakes. In 
desPeration, he tried to turn off the 
en�ine, but this also failed as the en�ine 
kePt UP a constant nwv.in�. He then PU 11 ed 
the i�nition keYs out, but the en�ine went 
on. He also tried switchin� off the head­
li�hts, but nothin� haPPened. He saYs he 
seemed to have no control over the car 
which-sPed on at about 80 km/h alon� a 
rather twistY and hi I IY road. He does not 
recall actual IY steerin� the car. but he 
thinks he must have as a couPle of cars 
went Past in the OPPosite direction, 
althou�h he is not sure if theY saw him. 

The object was 20�25 metres across and 
seemed to be a very bri�ht circle of blue­
W1ite li�hts that were shinin� down and 
li�htin� UP the area of his car. tOne 
wonders how the other motorists could miss 
him.> 

When the ·perciPient reached the tumoff, 
for his Parkin� area, the li�ht raPidlY 
disaPPeared to the north. It was seen bY 
his wife als�, at this Point, as she came 
outside to see if her husband was home Yet. 
The witness saYs the car just stoPPed, so 
he Put the keYs back in and started it u� 
and it ran OK. He then noticed, on �oin� 
into his home, that it was onlY 16 minutes 
since he had left Tul lah. He estimates 
it took him 6 or 7 minutes to cover the 
8 kilometres, til I his encounter with the 
I i�hts, so that the last 25 ki I ometres had 
taken onlY 11 minutes - an imPossibilitY 
on the road he had covered. 

This case, on the details available, seems 
to be the OPPosite of most classical en­
counters between motor vehicl�s and UFOs. 

Two rePorts in the files, Cases 6 and 7, 

are of simi I ar events, but no l�ht/obj ect 
etc. was involved. Case 6 is a rePort from 
earlY 1975 bY a motorist,in the hi�h count� 
at StePPes, who went to accelerate and 
found that the car seemed to lose Power, 
even thou�h the en�ine was still turnin� 
over and the �au�es al I read normal. The 
motorist was able to Pul I UP but found 
nothin� wron� and so continued on with no 
further trouble. Was it a temPorarY mal­
function? Case 7 is stran�er and occurred 
on December 23, 1979, at the time of. a 
power blackout on the east coast. A woman, 
drivin� home, found she had run out of 
Petrol. As she sat wonderin� what to do, 
the car rolled uPhil I without the en�ine 
�oin�, at 30-35 km/h. All she had to do 
for the next 10 kilometres was steer the 
car. Even thou�h·the final run was down­
hill, the car staYed on the same sPeed. 
When the onlY cars she saw came uP behind 
her, her vehicle's li�hts dimmed and the 
car rolled to a stoP. When theY had �one, 
her vehicle moved on. The car final IY 
stoPPed 2 kilometres from her home. She 
saYs it was verY dark wa I kin� home with all 
the do�s, in the area, barkin�. Case 8 is 
also from the Centre's files and a�ain no 
li�ht/object was seen. This occurred about 
the end of 1983 in the Huon ValleY. The 
area had been Pla�ued bY a series of noises, 
dark shaPes, and �eneral IY Paranormal Phen­
omena. One of the witnesses told how theY 
were havin� lunch in their car durin� the 
berrY-Pickin� season. Their do� had leaPt 
into the car in a state of fri�ht. Then 11 

the car had been PUI led backwards UP a 
sli�ht incline bY an unseen force. The 
witnesses had �ot awaY as fast as theY could. 

NOTES 

{1> "A Review of Research to date into 
Vehicle Interference Effects". K. 
BasterfieJd, UFORAN Voi.S No.2. 

C2> JuLY 1968, River Turvo, Brazil. Oran�e 
sPinnin� li�ht causes wind that breaks 
branches off trees. FSR MaY/June 1969. 

JanuarY 11, 1967, AveYron,·France. 
Saucer and occuPants aPProach vehicle, 
car stops, roadside si�n seen to_be 
vibratin�. FSR. June 28, 1973, CoJumia 
USA. Trees move back and forth durin� 
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close aPPraoch of silvery white el liPti­

cal objec.t. FSR Nov/Dec 1973. Novem­

ber 28, 1980, Todmorden, En�land. Dome 

object rotatin� above road, leaves on 

nearbY trees shakin�. FSR. January 

20, 1984, Midland, West Australia. 

Li�ht Phenomena observed. Trees near­

bY blowin� about as if in �ale. PUFORG 

Feb 1984 Newsletter. 

<3> June 12, 1958, LeBrusc, France. Oran�e/ 

red �lobe moves across sea makin� 

wave ahead of it. FSR Case Histories ­

APril 1973. March 29, 1974, To�o, 

West Africa. UFO hovers over sea, 

causin� sur�es of water UP beach. FSR 

Vo I . 22/6 1976. 

<4> March 31, 1966, Peoria, If linois, USA. 

Lar�e blue object hovers over car and 

takes control, said driver. Brakes and 

steerin� are ineffective. Object seem­

ed to direct car's course for several 

miles before driver re�ained control. 

Vehicle Interference Project - BUFORA 

1979. APril 15, 1967, Jonestown, Penn. , 

USA. Car seems to be Pulled towards 

aPProachin� UFO. Functions ProPerlY 

after UFO has deParted. BUFORA 1979. 

December 12, 1967, Ithca, New York, USA. 

Round dome-object extends beam onto car and 
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takes control, movin� car 15 feet off hi�h­

waY. �UFORA 1979. MaY 14, 1971, Alberta, 

Canada. Bri�ht li�ht near car. Car motor 

keePs �oin� as driver finds car movin� 

forward, just above the �round, for a 

quarter of a mi I e. FSR Case Histories - Au� 

1972. SePtember 20, 1971, OjebYn
·
, Sweden. 

Motorist surrounded bY beams of li�ht. Car 

Pushed forward, even thou�h brakes on. FSR 

Case Histories - June 1972. October 3, 

1971, AnaPolis, Brazil. Motorist claims 

car speeds UP to 160 km/P as bat I of li�ht 

Paces car - no control over sPeed. BUFORA. 

October 15, 1973, A I  lentown, Penn. , USA. 

Rotatin� object, with bands, seen bY motor­

ist. Car turns ri�ht. Witness unable to 

steer as car comes to rest, facin� OPPosite 

direction. BUFORA 1979. MaY 30, 1974, 

Zimbabwe <Rhodesia>. UFO Paces car. Witness 

unable to control car - no brakin� or steer­

in�. Car travels 160 kilometres even with 

no accelerator. FSR Vol. 21/2 1975. 1978, 

Union, USA. Witnesses car shoved, out of 

control' a I on� road for 300 metres, as 

brit liant area of li�ht comes UP behind. 

Int. UFO RePorter SeP 1978. 1982, Frisolino, 

ItalY. Truck surrounded bY li�ht. Driver 

could not see, but truck stilI moved, even 

thou�h he was not drivin�. When li�ht went 

he had somehow covered several kilometres 

in the OPPosite direction. Notiziaro UFO 

Jan/Dec 1982. 

�ON'T BE s IL.Ly ( 
WNAT CAPJ PoS'S 18LY q 0 
VI fl. bt-../(;, ON A S f.lf!Q.T r L-1 <1 l-IT . �{-f7<.� M 11 P: I( Mi/1)/1 ? 



- _- - --- ...=�- :---= --===--

HYPNAGOGIC AND HYPNOPOMPIC 

IMAGERY UPDATED 

By KEITH BASTERFIELD 

- - --
-- �- -: - --� �- -:- - -- ---- -

My book, p u b l is h ed in 1 9 8 1 , t it l ed •• u FOs : 
t h e  I ma g e  H ypo t h es is • •, cu l min a t ed s ev era l 
yea rs  o f  p ersona l in t eres t in a known 
p s ycho 1 og i ea 1 p rocess - h ypn agog ic and  h yp ­
nopomp ic imag ery. 

I n  t h e  book, I s u gg es t ed t h e  h ypo th es is 
t h a t  o n c e  yo u remove  t h e  I FOs ( id en t if i­
ed f l yin g obj ec t s ) f rom a l l in coming re­
po r t s  t h en th e r es id u e, o r  pa rt  th er eo f ,  
ma y  wel l b e  exp l a in ab l e in t erms of  h uman 
b ra in g en era t ed imag ery. 

Th e h ypo t h es is met wit h g en era l accep t an ce, 
es pecia l l y  amon g s t  some B rit is h U fo l og is t s  
who s eem t o  ha ve t a k en t h e  id ea t o  h ea rt . 
S in c e  t h e  p u b l ica t ion o f  t h e  boo k I have  
con t in u ed to receiv e  r equ es t s a l on g  t h e  
1 i n es :  1 1Wh a t  is t h is t yp e  of  imag er y, t h e­
re•s no t much  in t h e  1 it era tu re  abou t it ? 1 1 
Th e p u rpos e o f  t h is a r t ic l e is to s umma ­
ris e  wha t  is kno wn abo u t  th es e  t wo t yp es 
o f  imag ery. 

Wa r r en ( 1 9 34 ) d ef in ed h ypn agog ic imag ery 
a s : 1 1 1  mag e  r y  o f  an y s en s e  moda 1 i t y, f r e­
qu en t l y  o f  a l mos t  h a l l u c in a tory ch a ract er, 
wh ich is exp er ien c ed in th e d ro ws y  s ta t e  
p r ec ed in g  d eep s 1 eep . • •  H ypnopomp ic i ma­
g ery is s imil a r  b u t  occ u rs on t h e  s l eep/ 
a wa k e  in t erfa ce, g en era l ' l y  in th e mo rning _ 

To un d ers t a n d  t h e  s t a t e, in wh ich s u ch ima ­
g er y  occu rs , it is n eces s a ry f irs t l y to 
b r ief l y d es c rib e  some of t h e  s t a g es o f  

s l eep . S l eep is n o t  a ma t t er o f  s imp l y l et ­
t ing g o  of  con s c iousn ess  fo r eight  hou rs, o r  
so, a n ig h t . l t � a rat h er comp l ex s et of 
circums t an c es .  As a person r el ax es ,  l yin g 
in b ed ,  wit h ·eyes c l os ed, h e  en t ers t h e  reg ­
ion of  con s c iousn es wh ere imag ery ma y s u rfa 
ce. I f  he wer e spoken to h e  mig h t  d en y  that  
h e  had b een as l eep . 

I f  l ef t  a s  h e  wer e h e  wou l d  fa l l ev en d ee­
per as l eep . S evera l min u t es l a t er h is bo d y  
fun c t ion s wou l d  s t a rt t o  s l o w do wn .  This 
wo u l d a f f ect t h e  h ea r t b ea t ,  b l ood and bod y 
t emp era t u re. To an ou t s id e  p erson wa tching 
h im ,  he wou l d  be j udg ed to be soun d as l eep . 
Wa king h im up  f rom t h is s t a g e  wou l d  b e  d if­
f icu l t .  Some 45 min u t es a f t er firs t fa l l ing 
as l eep ev eryon e en t ers t h e  s t ag e of  deep s l e 
ep wher e s l eep wa l k ing  and s l eep t a l king ma y 
occ u r. 

At app roxima t el y 90 min u t e in t erva l s , bod y  
t emp er a t u r e  wou l d  ris e and  b l ood p r es s u re 
f l uct u a t e  en t ering a s t a t e  known as  REM s l e­
ep ( fo r  Ra pid E ye Movemen t  - ou r d r eam sta t e  
Th es e  90 , or  so,  m in u t e  s l eep c yc l es occu r 
th roughou t t h e  n ight un t il awaken ing in t h e  
mo rn in g . 

<Ju t o f  a l l t h e  hou rs o f  s l eep it is t h e f irs 
and  l a s t  f ew min u t es wh ich concern us  h er e, 
fo r t h is is wh er e ou r pa r t icu la r  b rand o f  
i.mag er y  l ies . J u s t  wh at  so rt of thing s hap p en 
P erhaps some s imp l e examp l es wil l h el p . 
- A woman repo rt s  • • s eeing • • a ba r of  1 igh t  in 
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front of her eyes as she relaxes ready for 
sleep. 
- Purple blobs of light float before the 
eyes whilst falling asleep. 
- Scenes of animals and people vividly il­
luminate the senses of a woman as she wa­
kes up. 

Hypnagogic imagery (experienced between 
awake and asleep) was first nam�d by M.fred 
Maury, in 1 848. Maury perceived strange 
"faces" in the dark. Both types of imagery 
most often occur with the eyes closed, but 
may a 1 so happen in a darkened room, as with 
Maury. 

lt wasn't until 1 90 3  that F . .  W. H. Myers 
distinguished imagery as that persisting 
into the first minutes of waking. If a 
distinction is made between the two, it is 
that hypnopompic is rarer. 

McKellar ( 1 9 72) reports encountering indi­
viduals who reported remarkably similar 
imagery which occurred when they were ful­
ly awake. 

According to McKellar ( 1 9 6 8) the content 
of this imagery is visual, or· auditory in 
the main, but may also include sensations 
of heat/cold, smell or touch. They may be 
reproductions of the events of the day, or 
strange, very foreign or extremely bizarre 
images. 

An example collected by this author will 
illustrate this bizarreness: 

"It happened many years ago. I was sha­
ring a room and had gone to bed. I was just 
dropping off to s 1 eep when my roommate came 
in with a ·bott 1 e of beer and two g 1 asses. 
He asked me if I wanted a beer. I said yes 
and he poured one for me and put it on my 
bedside tab 1 e. Sudden 1 y , . I noticed it had 
gone. I asked him where my beer was and he 
asked what on Earth I was talking about. 
lt happened he had merely come into my ro-

om and had been simply preparing for bed. " 
(Basterfield 1984) 

Little control seems to be able to be had 
over their appearance, departure or cont­
ent, and therefore they can at times be 
frightening to those perceiving them. Their 
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autonomy resembles typical dreams and hal­
lucinations. Another case from the author: 

' ' I  had been awake in the sense that I was 
consciously aware of myself for 1 0  or more 
minutes. There were several things worrying 
me and, unenthusiastic at the pros-pect of 
getting up, I 1 ingered, delaying the moment. 
Finally, with resolve, I turned towards the 
door and saw a huge, hairy, monster standing 
side on. I had the impression that it was 
there by chance and not at all interested in 
me. The feet were huge, flat, oblong, no 
toes were apparent .. . .  I looked at the feet 
again, concentrated a·lmost upon the fact 
that they were shadows, and they became so . . .  
finally the monster was gone. " 
(Basterfield 1 9 84) 

Imagery can be confused with reality. Some­
times it is as Lreal 1 as reality is for us 
all, at other times it is a duality. Subjects 
in laboratory tests when asked how they knew 
they were awake during imagery, and not asle­
ep dreaming, replied that they were simulta­
neously able to have other perceptions, e. g. 
continue a conversation whilst viewing ima­
ges. 

One of the most basic auditory image is that 
of 'hearing' one's name called, often bring­
ing one to one's full senses. On investiga­
tion you find no-one called you. Another ex­
ample of confusion with reality occurred to 
a friend of mine. 

11 I was awoken one morning by my wife call­
ing to me that there was a telephone call 
for me. I got out of bed and walked into 
the hallway to see my wife standing there 
holding the telephone. Suddenly she vanished! 
What had in fact happened was that she answe­
red the phone, called me, then put it down 
on the telephone table, and walked into the 
kitchen. I had been expecting to see her hol­
ding the phone and that's exactly what I did 
see, or so I thought, ' '  (Basterfield, 1 9 84) 

Other such events would include going to a 
room to turn off that noisy radio which is 
in fact �lready off, or leaving the �ed to 
investigate a strange noise somewhere else 
in the house and finding nothing out of order. 

The visual imagery experienced ranges from 
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the s i mp l e  ( co l ou red pa t te rn s  of l i gh t )  to 
i n teg ra ted an d comp l ex s cenes i n vo l v i n g 
mov i n g l an d s capes . A re l evan t des c r i p t i on 
by the  p s y cho l og i s t Howa rd C .  Wa r ren i s  
re l a ted i n  McKe l l a r ( 1 9 72 ) . Wa r ren w rote : 

1 1 l n . a d a rk room w i t h  eyes c l osed  a de f i n i te 
s cene w i l l  appea r be fo re me i n  appa ren t l y  
as  b r i gh t  an i l l um i n a t i on as d ay l i gh t . I 
seem to be l ook i ng t h rough my c l osed eye-
1 i d s .  The s cene i s  appa ren t l y  as  rea l , as 
v i v i d ,  as  de t a i l ed  as an  actua l l an d s ca­
pe . The  phenomenon l as t s  not mo re t han a 
m i n u t e . I h ave neve r been ab l e  to  ho l d  i t  
l on g  enough  to not i ce any ch ange o f  move­
men t .  The mos t  v i v i d  cases  occ u r red  q u i te 
automat i ca l l y  e i the r a s  I was doz i n g o f f  
an d fo r some reason came back t o  con s c i ou­
s ne s s , or i mmed i a te l y  on wak i n g d u r i ng t he 
n i gh t . 

On the s cene wa s a t rop i ca l  l an d s cape , 
w i t h pa l m  t rees a n d  a body o f  wa te r .  l t  
was c l ea r a n d  de ta i l ed an d appea red so 
rea l t h a t  I was s u rp r i sed  to f i n d i t  un­
chan ged by  w i n k i n g . 1 1 (McKe l l a r ,  1 9 72 , p96 )  

Obj e c t s  seen  i n  i mage ry can  seem i n def i ne­
ab l y  • s t range • , pe rhaps  v i ewed f rom some 
u n u s ua l a n g l e  w i th  an ext reme c l a r i ty Qf  
det a i l .  Du rat i on ranges f rom secon ds to  
m i n u te s . 

Some w r it e r s  appe a r  to h a ve u sed t he i r ab i ­
l i ty to i mage to he l p  t h em i n  the i r s cenes 
or w i t h  cha racte rs . Amn g s t  t hose repo rted 
to have done so a re Poe a n d  S t even son . 

McKe l l a r ( 1 96 8) p rov i des  an  accoun t o f  a 
woman whose  da i l y rou t i ne was to get  up  
i n  t he mo rn i ng ,  wa s h , d re s s , then p repare 
b re a k f a s t  fo r he r h u s b an d  befo re he  wen t 
to wo rk . One mo rn i ng she  d i d  a l l t h i s  b u t  
t ren woke up , as  s he w a s  k i s s i ng he r hus band 
goodbye � t  t he doo r , to f i n d he rse l f s t i l l  
i n  bed . l t  seems he r h us band  had  a r i s en 
w i t ho u t  wa k i ng he r ,  had  h i s  b reakfas t and  
was bend i ng ove r he r i n  bed  k i s s i n g he r 
good bye , when  she  awo ke .  

Peop l e  expe r i enc i n g t hese  i mages somet i mes 
comme, t o·n the u n u s u a l  q ua l i ty of co l ou r  
and  l i gh t i ng ,  u s i ng te rms as 1 1 s t range l um i ­
nos i ty 1 1 o r  1 1 l i ke t he g l ow o f  t he s e t t i ng 
Sun 1 1 .  Some v i ewe r s  h ave commen ted that , 
des p i te ce r t a i n  a s pe c t s  o f  un rea l i ty abou t 

the i r i mages, you cou l d  read i l y  con fuse �hem 
w i t h  the rea l wo r l d .  

Bot h  types of  i mage ry may a l so i n c l ude s t a­
tes whe re the i mage be i ng expe r i enced  o f  a 
body , o r  pa rt t h e reo f , can ap pea r to have 
s h runk  o r  been en l a rged . The autho r  v i v i d l y  
re co l l ec t s  hypn agog i c  i mage ry as a ch i l d 
whe re h i s  t h umb appea red to  be g ross l y  d i s ­
to rted , swo l l en to t remen dou s  d i mens i on s . 

Su rvey s wh i ch have been cond ucted have l ed 
to s pe cu l a t i on s  that  s uch i mage ry (i n gene ra l 
i s  expe r i en ced by a l l but  den i ed by some , 
as  some deny hav i n g d reams . 

McKe:l l a r . · ( 1 9 72 ) po i n ted ou t an  i n te res t i n g 
obse rva t i on i n  t h i s  re spect . He found  that  
q u i te of ten afte r exp l a i n i ng t he cha racte­
r i s t i cs of i mage ry to someone that t hey . we r 
then s u rp r i sed  to f i n d they , too , cou l d  reca l 
expe r i en c i n g s uch occu r ren ces . He quotes an 
examp l e  of a l ady who was a s s i s t i ng h i m i n  
an ana l y s i s  of  some comp l e ted hypnagog i c  
q ues t i onna i res . Af te r read i n g · them , and 
a s k i ng wha t  t h e i mage ry we re a l  1 abou t , she 
wen t  home . The next day she re tu rned to say 
s he had  expe r i en ced an hypnagog i c  i mage that  
n i g h t . She  t hen  recogn i sed that  she  had i n  
fact been expe r i en c i n g them a l most  n i gh t l y  
but  neve r rea l i sed i t . 

I n c i dence of  i ma ger.y among s t  the  popu 1 at  i on 
has  been found  to range f rom 50- 70% , w i th 
even t s  occu r r i ng to a n umbe r o f  peop l e  e i t he 
n i g h t l y  or  regu l a r expe r i ences on at  l ea s t  
h a l f t he n i gh t . As repo rted i n  R i cha rdson 
( 1 969 ) , Lean i ng es t i mated t h a t  about  one 
t h i rd of  the gene ra l popu l a t i on expe r i en ced  
t h i s  i mage ry . McKe l l a r  and  S i mpson ( 1 9 5 4 )  
gave f i g u res o f  6 1 %  o f  a g roup  o f  s t uden t s  
s u rveyed . 

D� to some t i me s  ve ry b i za r re n a t u re ,  i mage ry 
has  been a s c r i bed as hav i n g a s upe rna t u ra l  
o r i g i n .  McKe l l a r ( 1 9 54 )  commen t s  t h a t  i f  a 
v i s u a l  i mage we re by ch ance to occu r a t  t he 
s ame t i me as  an eve n t . of  emo t i on a l · s i gn i f i ­
can ce to an obse rve r,, then th i s  wou l d  be a 
good sou rce fo r s upers t i t i on .  

An examp l e  o f  t h i s  was un cove red by t he 
au t ho r  when i n te rv i ew i ng  a l ady at  Bu r ra 
on anothe r mat te r .  She had a f r i en d, o f  adva­
nced age , i 1 1  i n  the Bu r r  a hos p  i ta 1 .  One  n i gh 
t he pe rc i p i en t  awoke a t  2 a . m . to pe rce i ve 
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in the darknness a white •marshmallow• 
figure whose facial featu res she recog­
�ised as her old f riend. The appa rition 
,ad a suitcase with he r. The percipient 

_ then turned around to put on the 1 ight -
upon looki�g back the figure had gone. 
The lady later learned that her f riend 
died in the · · Burra hospital that night a t  
about 2 a. m. 

McKel lar ( 1 968) comments that some •appa­
ritions • would appear to be hypnopompic 
imagery and suggests someone could perhaps 
visualize a shadowy figure d ressed in a 
pe riod costume. 

Some of our ghost stories could well ori­
ginate from fleeting imagery. Besides the 
supernatural extension or interpretat ion 
of imagery, there are a sub-g roup of cases 
from the UFO literature whe re persons · re­
call awakening to observe inc redibly deta­
iled, strangely illuminated, spaceships 
and entities which the author ( 1 9 8 1 )  beli­
eves may be best explained in te rms of · 

imagery . 

What of research into the whole topic ? 
Research into hypnagogic imagery commenced 
as early as 1 94 8  when Johannes Muller con­
ducted studies on Berlin university stu­
dents ·where he found the experiences rare. 

Serious scientific research, in recent times, 
commenced in the ea rly 1 9 50 1 s  when McKel­
lar and Simpson ( 1 954) undertook a study 
of Scot tish university students. l ntere ­
stingly the incidence of hypnagogic image­
ry was reported by 6 1 %  of their students, 
a number which could not have been guessed 
at, to be so high, prior to the study. To 
the question of the differences between 
dreams and imagery, the subjects reported 
that their imagery was more vivid and rea­
listic. 

They suggested that some of the con tent 
of the imagery may be provided by re-orga­
nisation of the past perceptua l experien� 
ces, and ot her due to the interaction of 
p resent spontaneous internal senso ry sti­
mulation with the eye, and these former 
experiences. 

Fou 1 kes and Voge 1 ( 1 96 5) noted that EEG 
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monitoring of the •falling asleep• stage 
of sleep revealed that REM pe riods neve r 
occu r at the onset of night time sleep. 
However, their subj ects revealed considera­
ble mental activity during this period which 
parallel REM dreams. They argued that hypna­
gogic 1d reams1 could be j ust that, dreams. 
This concept blurred ou r distinction between 
the two. However, some differences were · 
found. Fo r Instance, the time sense of some 
imagery appeared compressed due to it  being 
a series of discontinuous snap shots. The 
image ry pe riods were also fairly sho rt  com­
pared to d reams. 

In 1 966 Foulkes and others looked into the 
personality of hypnagogic image rs. They 
wrote: 

•• . . . .  the hypnagogic dreamers tended to have 
greater social poise, to be more self-accep­
ting, to be less rigidly confo rming to soci­
al standards, and to  be more adept at produ­
cing voluntary waking fantasy than did the 
hy pn.agog i c non-d reamers . . . . .  11 
(Foulkes et! 8 1  1 966, p286) . 

In concluding their repo rt  they commented 
that a hypnagogic d ream could be looked upon 
as an ego cont ro 1 1  ed journey to inne r thoLght s 
and fee 1 ing s  fo 1 1  owing re 1 axat ion and decre­
ased external sensory i nput. 

What a re the differences between occurences 
of hypnagogic and hypnopompic imagery ? 
McKella r ( 1 9 72) comments that one would ex­
pect the lat ter to be experienced on less 
occasions because of the circumstances of 
sleep, i. e. on awakening one usually gets 
straight 4 P · Two studi.es supported this con­
clusion. Owens in 1 96 3  found incidences of 
5 1 %  hypnopompic and 7 7% hypnagogic, wh i 1 st 
McKellar, himself in one study, 2 1 % hypno­
pompic and 63%  hypnagogic. 

Whilst talking about hypnopompic image ry, 
one item related to it separately is that of 
oddities of speech which has been found to 
resemble schizophrenic u t terances (Mc Kellar, 
1 972) . Hypnopompic speech provides such ex­
amples as: 11Light the towel ! 11 when the lady 
concerned meant to say 11Raise the window 
shade11• Another woman said: 1 1Put the pink 
paj amas in the sa l ad11 • A l ternate viewpoints 
on the cause of the speech range from that 
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i t  re l ates  mo re to d rows i ne s s  t h an i mage ry , 
to t h a t  i t  cou l d  be commen t a ry s t i mu l a t e d  
b y  p rev i ou s  d ream seq uen ce s . 

Ho rw i t z ( 1 964 ) , i n  rev i ew i n g t he 1 i te ra t u re 
on h a l l uc i n a t i on s , found  t h at the  s ame b a­
s i c  fo rms re pe ated l y  rep rod u ced  i n  d raw­
i n gs  o f  hypn agog i c  i mage ry when compa red 
to re t i n a:l s t i mu l a t i on ,  s l eep dep r i vat i on ,  
e i de t i c  i mage ry , a r t i s t i c  i mage ry an d some 
my s t i ca l  expe r i en ces . The se s i mp l e  e l emen t s  
we re hypo t hes i sed t o  a r i se i n  e i t he r  the 
re t i na l  gan g l i on i c  n � two r k  o f  t he eye . 

I n  s umma ry , hypn agog i c  an d hypnopomp i c  i ma­
ge ry i s  expe r i e n ce d  by many peop l e . l t  can 
p rov i de an amaz i ng range o f  e f fe ct s , an d 
i t s i n te rp re t a t i on by pe rc i p i en t s  depends  
on  t he con text i n  wh i ch t hey p l ace t he i r 
i mag e ry ( e . g .  psy cho l og i ca l , s upe rn at u ra l , 
re 1 i g i o u s , mundane ) . I t  appe a r s  to be gene­
rated  out  of comb i n a t i on o f  pas t pe rcep­
t u a l expe r i en ces and i n te rn a l  senso ry i n ­
put . 
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In the J u ly-August 1984 edi t i on o f  the Yorkshire UFO Soci ety ' s  pub l i cation "Quest" , 
the fo l l ow i n g  appeared on page 48 : 

"Quest an In tern ation a l  Future? : Quest i s  now recei ve d  by the fo l l ow ing prest i g ious 
UFO groups and i n di v idua l s  around the Worl d - . . .  UFO Research {Austral ia}" . 

The ab ove entry i mpl i es a l i ai son between UFO Research Austra l i a  an d thi s pub l i cation . 
No s uch l i ai son was so ught by "Quest " or agreed to by UFORA . UF O Research Austral ia 
an d the UFO Research Austral i a  Newsl etter are in  no way i n vo l ved w i th the "Quest" 
pub l i cat ion or the Yorksh i re UFO So c i e�y - 1  - Ed . 
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APPARITION AT FATIMA -

RELIGIOUS VISIOtt OR OFO ? 
. By JOAQUIM FERNANDES 

ABSTRACT 

The pa rano rmal events that occurred at a 
rural spot known as Cova da I ri a , near the 
vi l l age of Fat ima , in Portuga l , during 
every month from May to Octobe r 19 1 7  are 
regarded by many , throughout the C atho l i c  
world , as pure ly re ligious i n  nature and 
o f  s up reme importan ce fo r mankind . Among 
ufologists , on the other hand , the re are 
many who may feel that the events at 
Fatima may h ave a f ami liar ufologi cal 
impli cation . 

The re s e archers wi ll probab ly be greatly 
interested by what the author has to te l l  
about " the sound o f  bees heard buz zing o r  
hununing at Fat ima " , becaus e th is is an 
event mentioned in many UFO- cont act cases . 
The Po rtugue se ac counts of Fatima de l ine ­
ate d multiwi tnes s  con firmation o f  the 
"hununing or buz z ing o f  bees " while the 

phenomena was at its he ight . 

The author cons ide rs that thes e  reports 
o-f· ' " buz z ing " or "hununing " sounds , togethe r 
with C l aude Ri fat ' s  s ugges tions about the 
role pos s ibly p l ayed in the UFO experience 
by a smal l a re a  of our brain known as the 
Lo cus Coeruleus , togethe r with the repo rts 
of some recent Canadian expe riments , o f  
considerab le importance . 

Th is pape r re commends that it woul d  be 
very des i rable that some we l l  equipped 
investigato rs make an attempt to . .  secure 
con f i rmation . 

KEY WORDS : " appari-tional phenomen a" /buz-
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z ingjhununing/ " image pro j ections " /Locus 
Coeruleus / " luminous lady " /microwaves /phy si­
o logical cures/re l igious component/ " s olar 
phenomenon " / " solid light " . 

I NTRODUCTION 

A fter s ix y ears of intens ive e ffort , my col­
le ague , D� Fina D ' Armada , and I have suc­
ceeded in as s emb ling an impress ive body of 
do cumentation and te s timonial evidence that 
s uggests a radi cal ly new explanation on the 
ques tion of the so- cal led _ " Apparitions o f  
Fatima " which be gan i n  May 19 1 7  and cont in­
ued unt i l  Octobe r  of the . s arne year . ( How� 
ever , two years e arlier than that , some 
other peop le had also given ac counts of 
h aving s een apparitions o f  luminous be ings , 
o f  moving ob j e cts in the sky , and sometimes 
headles s ent ities - th is latter detai l 
o f fe rs nothing new in the context of " ap­
paritional phenomena" as a whole . )  

One o f  the most inte resting o f  these dis­
cove ries o f  ours was the te s t imony given by 
a Jt fourth percipient " ,  Caro li ne Carredra . 
We call her by th is term , " fourth percipi­
ent" , becaus e the ac count of her experience 
de s cribes a " te lepath i c "  type of cont act 
with a fai r-headed being, of smal l s tature , 
who insti l l ed into he r head a repetitive 
orde r  de s cribeds as fo l lows : " Come here 
and s ay three Ave Mar ias . Come here • • •  " 
Such was the experience cl aimed by th is new 
witness who we have dis cove red and that has 
been de s i gnated " the fourth percipient" in 
o rder to ident i fy her s epar ately from the 
cons iderable main body of some hundre d or 
so other ordinary witne s s es who se fi rst-
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hand s tatements we have used in construct­
ing the framework o f  our s tudy . 

As a result we we re able , in 19 8 2 , to pub­
lish our book ( 1 ) " Inte rvencao Extrater­
res t re em Fatima - as Apari coes e o Fenom-. 
eno OVNI " , whi ch , in our view , wi l l  s e rve 
to reinforce s imultaneous ly both the s in­
gul arity and the obj e ctive , f actual , 
nature o f  the " Mari an Apparitions Phenom­
enon " so typical of the Latin countries 
where Catho li cism is predominant . This 
me ans that , in our ovinion , the " apparit­
ions phenomenon " is  a real one , whi ch 
occurs within the f ramework o f  our space­
time coordinates but whi ch also invo lves 
the int e rvention o f  a re ligious component 
s e rving pos s ibly , as an in formative factor 
and also as an appropri ate veh i c le for 
the phenomenon . The re lationship between 
the total conj unction of phys ical and 
psy chophy s iologi cal features of the 
" Apparitions Phenomenon " and the mode rn 
" UFO Phenomenon " is only too evident ; the 
caus al corre lation , the e f fe cts establish­
ed , and the respe ctive proces s e s , a l l  fall 
into line , per fe ctly del ineated by emin­
ent worke rs in the field of ufological 
research . 

MATE R I AL AND METHODS 

Our sources cons i s t , in e s s ence , of the 
original inte rrogations o f , and s t atements 
made by , the three principal perc ipients , 
name ly Luc i a , Francis co and Jacinta , and 
also o f  other s e le cted testimonies - about 
one hundred in all - the entire edi f i ce of 
whi ch represents a minimal s t able histori­
cal b as is that has been sub j e cted to the 
mos t  rigorous criti cism . In our opinion 
thi s  material pinpoints the cause o f  the 
" Mari an Apparition " as identi cal with the 
caus e of the " UFO Phenomena" , for inst�e 
some CE I I I  cases . We shal l des ignate it 
as : " The Unus ual th at could not have been 
invented" . 

Our f i rs t  piece o f  proo f , and our f i rs t  
surprise , c ame f rom the original des crip­
tion given by Luci a , the e l de s t  of the 
three pe rcipient s , when , at the Parochial 
Enquiry she spoke o f  "a very shining l ady , 
about 1 metre 10 ems in height , s eeming 
to be between 12 and 15 ye ars o ld , wearing 

The entity seen at Fatima , based on Lucia� 

first description , given at the Parochial 

Enquiry held by the local priest. 

a narrow skirt , a j acket and a cloak , all 
with go lden cords running criss- cros s 
through them . She came from ' above ' and 
vanished gradual ly in the inve rs e dire ction , 
made no fac ial movements , nor did she artic­
ulate her bwe r lips, and moved only her 
hands from time to time . She had a lumin­
ous bal l in hand and she turned her back 
towards the perc ipients when she departed " .  
( 2 )  After that , we recons tituted the man-

ner of her locomotion when the " luminous 
lady " was carried up to the top of 't.he holm­
oak t ree , at which she was when 'the children 
saw her .  The documents enabled u s  to affirm 
that the entity , seemingly feminine , was 
transported within a tronco- conic beam o f  
light that was emitted gradual ly , alternately 
proceeding and receding , and that h ad its 
s ource , mos t  probably , in a " cloud " with an 
anomalous and peculiar kind of movement ,  

2 1  
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name ly , it moved aginst the wind . There 
are modern examples of this type of " solid 
light " , a process whi ch various theoretic­
ians h ave expre s s ed their views . ( 3 ) 

Anothe r  determining factor , and one whi ch 
gives us the dis t � ce parameter for the 
so- called " so l ar phenomenon " o f  October 
1 5 , 19 1 7 , was the distribution o f  the 
hundred or so witnes s es . They we re all 
found within a band o f  7 0  meters wide and 
runn ing th rough the Cova da Iria are a , 
center o f  the phenomena , where a vast mul­
titude of people were awaiting the "miracle 
of the s un " . This band , oriented south­
north , contained al l thos e witne s s es who 
reported the s e condary e f fects expe rienced 
at the t ime of the " solar phenomenon " ,  that 
is to s ay ,  at the moment when the " so l ar 
obj ect"  des cended in a terri fying parabol a  
over the crowd o f  60 , 00 0  people . The e f­
fe cts fe lt - and felt only by that segment 
of the crown who were standing with in the 
7 0  mete r band - were : 

1 .  
2 .  
3 .  

Sudden and intens e heat . 
Drying o f  c lo thing and of the soi l . 
Phys iological e ffects ( in popular par-
l ance , "mi raculous cure s " }  . 

Al l this occurred a fter the c lose approach 
o f  the " obj e ct " , the pos ition o f  whi ch we 
have localized in space ( at its lowes t  
point } a s  about the he ight o f  the top o f  
a pine tree , according t o  some o f  the 
witnes s e s  - where it was "mimi cking " the 
sun . 

This triple e f fect produced by the " ob­
j ect " , plus the ac cumulated body of testi­
mony , should suffice for the verac ity of 
the occurrence and its connection to an 
exte rnal source to the witne s s e s . I t  
negates various suggestions f rom some 
quarters that the " solar phenomenon " ,  and 
its anomalous movements , were me rely o f  a 
complete ly hallucinatory nature . In fact , 
the various theories about so- cal led " image 
pro j e ctions " ,  so typical for hypnagogic 
and hypnopompic s tates ( i . e .  s tates in­
duced ins ide closed rooms and with the 
eyes shut'} have absolute ly no bearing what­
soever on the mult iple-witnes s  s i ghting 
at Fatima . In this context , refer to the 
extens ive criticism in this s ame case by 
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the engineer Ballester Olmos and his col­
league Miguel Guasp in the ir dis cus s ion o f  
" imagery "  a s  a re spon se to UFO s timuli . ( 5 )  

RESULTS 

Remaining still within the s cope of dis cus­
s ion of so-called " solar phenomenon " ,  we may 
now proceed also to a comparison between fuat 
des cribed as the " chromatic effects ", re cord­
ed in 19 1 7  a fter the so- called " mi rac le of 
the s un " , and certain modern cases . Amaz ing 
as it may appear , the eyewitnes ses of 19 1 7  
anticipated by 6 5  years the experiments in 
Magnetohydrodynamics conducted recently by 
the French phys icist Jean-Pierre Petit o f  
the CNRS ( F rench National Cente r for 
Scienti fic Research )  - experiments respons i­
ble for s c ienti fic level s  in France . That 
is to s ay ,  the calor- sequence of the pseudo­
sun at Fatima varied directly with its 
ve locity - a rel ationship that has been 
established by ufological investigators from 
Aime . Michel onwards . The " obj ect "  over 
Fatima produced a coloration o f  the sur­
roundings ( exc itation of gases ) due to its 
e lectrical field or to i ts power source . ( 6 ) 

Another pos s ible deduction , and it is an 
extreme ly tempting one , is the pos s ibi l i ty 
th at mi crowaves we re involved at Fatima , 
being the means of communi cation between 
the radiant entity and the smal l perc ipients . 
The re as on for my making this s uggestion is 
that the number of statements , made by the 
eyewitnesses, who were c lose to the spot 
where the " contact " took place, mentioned 
hearing the "humming of bees " .  A feature 
whi ch is likewise f requent in Type I Close 
Encounter Cases (Vallee ) . The properties 
o f  mi crowaves have been studied by the nuc­
lear phys icist , James McCampbe l l , and fit 
the case of Fatima to perfection , with its 
triple-proof :  

( 1 ) Intense heat . 
( 2 )  Sudden dry ing o f  c lothing . 
( 3 ) The production of phys iological cures . 

Furthe rmore , the hearing o f  the character­
istic humming or buzzing sound ALWAYS occur­
re d when the "lady' was talking to the three 
smal l percipients BUT WITHOUT MOVING HER 
LIPS . It seems to us that at F·atima ex­
tens ive ·"· us e "  was made o f  the mi crowave 
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zone of the e l e ct romagent ic spectrum ( i . e .  
between 2 00 MHz and 300 , 000 MHz ) . ( 4 )  

DI SCUSS ION 

S ince McCampbe l l , fresh l aboratory inves­
tigat ions have p rovided - additional s upport 
for our thes is , when cons ide ring the Fatllwa 
witne s s es , who had talked about the 
" humming or buzz ing e f fe ct " . This addit­
ional support whi ch we re fer to is found 
in the expe riments carried out by members 
of the C anadian I nstitute o f  E le ctrical 
and E le ctron i c  Engine e rs , and most parti­
cularly by James C .  Lin ( The Microwave 
Auditive Phenomenon ) , S e rgio X .  Sales-Curiha 
Jos eph Battoctlett i ,  and Anthony S ances . ( 7 )  

Thes e  inves tigations are very promis ing 
with the pos s ible veri fication o f  certain 
se condary e ffects of a phy s i cal or psychi­
cal nature , which were p roduce d in human 
be ings and in lower animals by the presence 
of a UFO-type phenomenon and its ene rgy 
source . ( 2 )  

The " Mi crowave Auditive Phenomenon " wi l l  

Reconsti tuted sketch 

showing the "small 

being" seen at the Cova 

da Iria on July 2 8 ,  

1 91 7 ,  by the "fourth 

perci pi en t" , Caroline 

Carreira . 

ass is t  us to establ ish more pre c i s e ly the 
type of communi cation sys tem involved in 
" contact cases with mes s ages " - be thes e 
e ither of a s e cular nature o f  a re ligious 
nature - that is to s ay ,  be they due to a 
UFO or due to Marian Apparition Phenomena , 
and especially in s uch c ases as Fatima where 
a prevail ing feature is the so- cal led 
" Contact Syndrome " .  The Canadian experi­
ments re ferred and re lated to the e f fects 
of short rectangular dis charges of mi cro­
waye raditation reve rberating on the cranium 
o f  human subj ects . Tne degree o f  pe rcep­
tion obtained cons is ted of a combination 
o f  audib le sounds . The head o f  the human 
s ub j ect was placed in dire ct line with a 
conic antenna , both the subj ect and the 
antenna being ins ide an appropri ate compart­
ment .  

Thes e  s tudies showed that the subj ect , who 
unde rwent the experiments, perceived buz­
z ing or " popping" noises when their heads 
we re exposed to mic rowaves of between 2 00 
and 3 , 000MHz with a mean potency of from 
0 . 4  to 2 mW/cm2 to a dens ity o f  leve l  of 
above 300 mW/cm2 . The modul ated frequen-
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cies ranged f rom 2 00 to 400 Hz . In gen­
e r al , the sounds we re pe rce ived as coming 
from the ins i de of the head or f rom the 
re ar part of the cranium . It is to be 
borne in mind that the " fourth percipient" 
at Fatima was aware o f  the words o f  the 
" an ge l "  ins i de her he ad. 

But , returning to the case at Fatima , the 
1'buz z ing " s en s ation was not exclus ive to 
the three s ma l l  pe rcipients at the Cova 
da I ri a . · In f act , we pos s e s s  a number o f  
s t atements about it f rom people who we re 
among those neares t to the chi l dren at the 
moment o f  the " contact " .  I t  is emphas i s ed 
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191 7) . 

that thi s sound was heard clearly , and was 
heard solely , WHEN THE " LADY " WAS TALKING 
TO LUCIA WITHOUT MOVING HER LIPS . 

Although ,  despite our e fforts to secure 
permi s s ion to do so , we h ave not been s uc­
cess ful in se curing an inte rview with the 
one percipient who is s t i l l  al ive ( Lucia) . 
The re remains one fact that is bo rne out 
by the experimental evidence ; namely , that 
the "buzz ing " phenomenon , wh ile general 
and a f fe cting a dete rmine d area around the 
th ree percipients , had come from a s ource , 
external to them . In our opinion , this 
source must be the communi cat ing sys tem 
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de riving from the luminous " Lady "  b rought 
along ins ide the truncated beam o f  l ight . 
Cons equently , in our opinion , eve rything 
s uggests that the vehi cle of communi cation 
between the Fatima entity and the little 
percipients l ies in the mi cror adiat ion 
zone . 

The experimental s t ages o f  al l this work 
are far f rom finished , parti cul arly the 
radiation e f fe cts upon witne s s e s . It would 
be ve ry des i rab le that some we l l  equipped 
investigato rs shoul� make an attempt a long 
thes e s ame lines and s e cure con firmation , 
with s t atisti cally repres ent ative res ults . 
We think also that othe r s tudi es wi l l  have 
to be unde rtaken , not on ly in conne ction 
with psychophys i cal behaviour o f  humans 
and lower animal s , but also at the leve l 
o f  a s emantic analys is o f  the s ubj e ct­
matter o f  the convers ations held by the 
contactees - both the " re l i gious " one and 
the others . The famous " mes s ages and 
s ecrets " of Fatima , as a mythi cal tradition, 
are , o f  cours e , a repres ent at ive example 
o f  this . ( 8)  

We would rec al l  moreove r ,  in th is connec­
tion , the hypotheses voi ce d  by Or Claude 
Ri fat re garding the apparent dis tortions 
of content ( i . e .  the apparent Unreality )  
o f  both the UFO Experiences and the Mari an 
Apparition Experiences . In the revi ew 
" UFO Phenomena" he emphas ized the ro le 
played in these s ituations by the Locus 
Coeruleus - an import ant area in the brain 
of mamma l s . I t  is in the re , as he showed , 
that the phenomena o f  dreams are induced . 
Maybe the radiation source ( UFO , humanoid , 
luminous entity )  interfe res with the normill 
function ing o f  the brain , pos s ibly by 
emitting microwaves . The dis tortion , or 
alte ration , o f  the "me s s age " ( not to 
mention images ) , acco rding to the subcon­
s cious of the human s ubj ect ( cultural and 
re l igious education , etc . ) ,  might then be 
the res ult o f  interferen ce in that part 
of the brain re fe rred to above , name ly 
the Locus Coeruleus . ( 9 ) 
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UFO VISIONS :  

THE SCRVING HYPOTHESIS 

By MICHAEL HOU G H  

This article exam ines the important question 
of why a witness sees a bright object in 
the sky, or on the ground, and reports it 
in exaggerated form as being bigger, more 
mobile and more structured than in reality. 

More specifically, let us examine UFO re­
ports based on the following types of 
external stimulus: 

( 1 ) A no rma 1 1 i g h t ( e . g . s t a r , a i r craft 
light) seen on a very dark n i ght. 

( 2 )  A very bright 1 ight (e. g .  a flare) 
seen on a normal dark night . 

( 3) A brightly reflecting 11metallic11 ob­
j ect (e. g .  a silver-foil balloon, or 
a balloon that is reflecting sunlight) 
seen in the sky during daylight . 

(4) A brightly 1 it area on the ground 
(e .g . caravan with lights, or camp­
fire) seen at a distance, at night. 

Such reports ( IFOs), in which the external 
stimulus can be readily identified, make 
up perhaps 90% of all UFO reports . But 
why do some people report these common 
objects in exaggerated form? 

The perception by the witness is complex 
and depends on several factors: 

(a) EXTERNAL factors: e. g. the brightness, 
colo r, shape, nature of (and distance 
to) the light . 

(b) P HY S IOLOGICAL FACTORS connected with 

26 . 

the eye of the witness, e .g .  impair­
ment of vision ; color blindness . 

{ c) PSYCHOLOGICAL/PSY CHIC factors: e. g .  
the belief system of the witness and 
susceptibility of witness to hallucina­
tions . 

will restrict comment to the role played 
by hallucinations and trance states (alte r­
ed states of consc iousness or ASCs) - a 
top ic mostly ignored by other investigators . 
R i chard Haines ( 2 )  discusses only optical 
and physiological factors . Mark Moravec 
(3 ) summarises psycholog i cal and paranormal 
explanations for his categories of psi-ufo­
logical phenomena (reports containing both 
UFO and psychic elements) . Keith Basterfield 
(4) attributes many UFO reports to imagery, 
specifically hypnagog ic and hypnopompic 
imagery . In my view, a more generally ap­
plicable mode is that of scrying . 

SCRY ING OR CRYSTAL-V IS IONS ( 5 - 7 )  

Scrying is a general term for a large family 
of practices (including crystal-ball gazing) 
that involve looking at a bright, or highly 
reflecting, surface with the purpose of in­
ducing visual hallucinations. Concentration 
of sight, and attention, is  all that is nec­
essary . Scrying v isions can occur spontane­
ously to susceptible persons even in a 
skept i ea 1 environment . · An i nterna 1 vision 
is projected by the subconscious mind onto 
the brightly reflecting external surface . 
Only rarely does the technique allegedly 
produce giddiness or other unpleasant side-

. effects. Scrying has been practiced widely in 
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many cu l t u res , s pa n n i ng 3 , 000 yea rs  ( 6 ) , 
b u t  mode rn psych i cs ,  and  pa rapsycho l og i s t s , 
seem to have l os t  i n te res t i n  i t .  

Many types of b r i gh t  s u r fa ce have been 
u sed , apa r t  f rom t he c ry s t a l  ba l l of  fo rtune 
te l l e r s . As examp l es :  m i r ro r s  (espec i a l l y  
po l i shed  me t a l ) ;  wa te r ,  w i ne o r  b l ood , i n  
a g l as s ; poo l s ,  o r  s p r i n gs , o f  wa te r ; 
n a t u r a l  qua rtz  c rys ta l s  ( e . g .  s h aman i s t i c  
r i t ua l s  whe re the  q ua rtz c ry s t a l  i s  seen 
as a symbo l of  powe r)  - even f i nge r n a i l s . 
To th i s  l i s t  we can add  a b r i g h t  l i gh t  
seen i n  the s ky .  

L i ke U FO v i s i on s , t he v 1 s 1 ons  o f  t he s c rye r 
a re v i v i d ,  de ta i l ed ,  d ream- l i ke and s can ­
n ab l e .  They a re autonomou s ,  i . e .  they a re 
s t ron g l y  sensed to be · �out  the re" ra the r 
than i n te rn a l  v i s i on s . The s c rye r , as 
fo r t une te l l e r ,  can con s c i ous l y  con t ro l  
t he con ten t o f  h e r  v i s i on s , i n  the  c rys t a l  
b �l l , t o  p rov i de an swe rs t o  q ues t i ons  by 
he r c l i en t s . L i ke d reams ( 4a ) , the cy r s t al · 
v i s i on s  can a 1 so· be used to an swe r one ' s  
own q ues t i on s , i . e .  one ' s  rep res sed , o r  
fo rgo t ten , u n con s c i ous  though t s  a re revea l ­
ed . I n  a s i m i l a r  man ne r ,  . t he U FO repo rte r 
can con t ro l  h i s  or  he r U FO v i s i on s  to a 
ce rta i n  exten t ,  depen d i ng on h i s  o r  he r 
U FO be l i efs . 

SUSCEPTI BI L I TY TO SCRY ING 

The pe rcen t age of the  popu l at i on s us ce p t ­
i b l e  to s c ry i n g v i s i on s  i s  not  known . 
Ke l l y  & Locke ( 5 )  s ugge s t  i t  amoun ts  to 
on l y  those  1 - 3% of  t he adu l t pop u l a t i on 
that E rnes t H i  1 g a rd says s how ext reme 
stJScep ti b j 1 i ty to d i s s oc i a ted phenomena 
( e . g . t he hypnot i c  s t ate an d au tomat i c  
wr i t i ng }  ( 1 3 ,  p . 1 5 8) . I n t e res t i ng l y ,  t he 
d i s t r i b u t i on of pe rson s on a hypnot i c  
s u s cept i b i l i ty sca l e  i s  o ften b i moda l : 
mo s t  pe rson s p l ot a t  2 5 - 33% hypnot i sed o r  
a t  75-92%  hypnot i sed  ( 1 3 ,  p .  1 57 ) . The 
mean i ng of  the b i moda l  d i s t r i bu t i on i s  un ­
c l ea r , b u t  H i l ga rd s ugge s t s  that  the l owe r 
mode ( 80% o f  the samp l e ) pe rhaps rep resents 
"wak i n g s ugges t i on "  and  t he uppe r mode 
" t rue hy pnos i s " .  Howeve r ,  i t  i s  the few 
pe rson s ( ca l l ed "somn ambu l i s t s ") , a t the 
ext reme uppe r end of  the uppe r mode, who 
a re of i n te res t he re .  Unde r hypnos i s ,  
these few pe rson s expe r i en ce a l mos t  eve ry-

th i ng t h at i s  s ugges ted , no mat t e r  how 
b i za r re ,  and  they even e l aborate  ( fan tas i se )  
upon wha t i s  sugges ted . 

Psych i a t r i s t s  He rbe rt  and Dav i d  Sp i e l ge l  
( 1 5 ) have s e t  u p  a Hypnot i c  I n duct i on P ro­
f i l e  based on an ama l gam of c l i n i ca l  ex­
pe r i ence and  l i t e r at u re s u rvey s . They recog­
n i se two b a s i c  pe rsona l i ty types : D i onys i an 
( H I P=4-5 , "be l i eve rs" , who a re mos t l i ke l y  
to have " anoma l ou s "  expe r i en ce s )  an d 
Appo l l on i an ( H I P=0-2 ; " s kept i cs"  who nev·e·r 
w i l l ) .  Mos t peop l e  show a m i xt ure of both  
ext remes ( H I P- 3-4 )  . Sp  i ·ege 1 an d Sp  i ege 1 
d i s t i ngu i sh  be l i eve rs  and  s kep t i cs accord­
i ng to seve r a l c r i te r i a  ( s ee Tab l e  1 ) .  The 
be l i eve r pe r sona l i ty i s  t he mos t s us cept­
i b l e  to s c ry i ng v i s i on s . 

COMPAR I SONS 

S c ry i ng v i s i on s  a re s i m i l a r to othe r  types 
of AS Cs , pa rt i cu l a r l y  the va r i ous  types of 
v i s u a l ha l l uc i na t i on s . The exa c t  re l a t i on­
sh i p  between t h e  20 o r  so types of  AS Cs, so 
fa r des c r i bed, i s  at p resent  i mpe rfect l y  de­
f i ned . S c ry i ng v i s i on s  a re a l most  un i que , 
amon g these AS Cs, i n  be i n g v i s i on s  p roj ected 
ext e rna l l y i n  res ponse to an exte rna l s t i mu-
1 us . 

Hypn agog i c  i mage ry does not req u i re an ex­
te rn a l  s t i mu l us and on l y  occu rs at  the 
s l eep/awake i n te rface ( 1 0 ) . Th i s  i s  a 
s e r i ou s  d rawback fo r the Bas te r f i e l d mode l , 
compa red to the s c ry i n g mode l . Hypn agog i c  
i mage ry does i n deed have some s i m i l a r i t i es 
to U FO v i s i ons , b u t  so do many othe r types 
of AS C .  

E i det i c  i mage ry i s  the v i v i d, and accu rate , 
p i ctu re of a s cene, i n  f ron t of a pe rson , 
(mos t l y  a ch i l d ) that  pe rs i s t s  fo r up to 
f i ve m i n u tes , a l though t he s cene i s  no 
l onge r i n  f ron t of the eyes ( 1 1 ) .  No ex­
te rna l s t f mu l u s i s  req u i red . Note , though , 
that  t rad i t i on s tates  that _ ch i l d ren ma ke 
the  bes t  s c rye r s . 

Autos cop i c  ha l l uc i na t i on s  a re p roj ected 
v i s i on s  of  one ' s  own body , s upposed l y  the 
res pon se of ext reme fat i gue or  s t ress  ( 1 2 ) : . 
These exte rna l p roj ect i on s  a l so do not 
req u i re an exte rn a l  s t i mu l us , an d they a re 
res t r i cted to the i mage of one ' s  own body . 
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App a r i t i on s  ( g hos t s )  seem , a t  t i mes , to be 
p roj ected v i s i on s  f rom t he s ub con s c i ous  o r  
un con s c i ou s  m i n d o f  a t roub l ed o r  fat i gued 
pe rson ; e . g .  t he case o f  Rut h , s t ud i ed by 
psych � at r i s t  Mo rton Sch a tzman  ( 8 ) . Aga i n ,  
t he re 1 s  no exte rna l s t i mu l us .  

The h uman a u ra , t hat  some psych i cs see 
abo u t  a t a rget pe rson , seems a l so to be 
a v i s i on w i t h i n  the psych i c • s  m i n d  (9 ) . 
The t a rget pe rson i s  t he exte rn a l s t i mu l u s ; 
b u t  t h e  v i s i on i s  s i mp l y  a co l o red ha l o  
about  t he t a rget pe rson and  does not have 
spe c i f i c  con ten t .  

AUDITORY " SCRYING" 

Aud i to ry ( i n  con t ras t · to v i s ua l ) h a l l u c i n ­
a t i on s  can a l so be i n du ced by a p roced ure 
eq u i va l en t  to s c ry i n g .  I n  t h i s  case , a 
s teady h i s s i ng soun d i s  t he exte rn a l  
s t i mu l us .  She l l - hea r i ng i s  a n  examp l e .  

APPLICATIONS 

Sc ry i n g i s  a s i mp l e  d i rect techn i q ue for 
l a bo rato ry resea rch i n to AS Cs  an d psych i c  
phenomena  ( 5 ) , wha teve r t he exp l an a t i on 
fo r psych i c  phenomena  t u rn s  out  to be . 
l t  s hou l d  a l so p rove ve ry usefu l i n  ex­
pe r i men t a l s t u dy of U FO v i s i on s . 

The s c ry i n g mode l needs to be tes ted 
aga i n s t  a c t u a l U FO repo rt s . Comme n t s  f rom 
i nves t i g a to rs of U FO repo r t s  a re t he re fo re 
mo s t  we l come . 

AC KN OWLE DG EMENTS : Th i s  a r t i c l e  i s  a 
rev i sed ve rs i on o f  a pape r p resen ted a t  
UFOCON 8 ,  Sydney , · J une  1 984 . 
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TABLE 1 

Characteristics (somewhat simpl ified) of the bel iever and skeptic personal ities (adapt­

ed from Spiegel & Spiegel , Ref . l 5) . HIP is the Hypnotic Induction Profil e .  

H IP 

A) Spatial 
Awareness 

B) Time Perception 

C) Belie fs 

( 1 )  Interpersonal 

(2) Trust 

(3) Learn i ng 

(4) Responsib i l ity 

BEL IEVE R  
4-5 

Concentrates 
intensely on task at 
hand (igno res 
surrour)d i ngs) . 

Telescoped . Lives 
for the present. 
Loses sight of past 
and future . 

Sensitive to feelings 
and actions o f  persons 
about them . 

Often trusts others 
naive l y  and uncriti­
cally . S teps i nto 
new act i v i ties 
w i thout mu ch thought . 

Rapid l y  soaks up new 
concept . 

Tends to forget res­
pons i b i l i t i es . Looks 
to others for g u i dance�. 

SKEPT I C 
0-2 

Constantly awa re of 
surroundings (more likely 
to keep bear i ngs) 

Cons i ders actions in 
terms of past and future 
(we i ghs alternatives) . 

More i nterested in thoughts 
of others rather than actions 
/feelings ( to compere with 
own fee 1 i ngs) . 

Very cr i t i ca l  of externa l 
input . Wary o f  gett i ng 
i nvolved in new act i vities . 
Cross-exam i nes everyth i ng .  

Accepts new concept on l y  
after exam i ning i t  piece 
by p i ece . 

Regard themse l ves as 
extremely respons i b l e . 
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( 5 )  Con t act  

D )  P roce s s· i ng 

E)  De c i s i on -Mak i n g 

F )  P sychoses 

P re fe rs tou �h i ng a 
new obj ect . 

L i ke s d ream i ng up  a 
new i dea ; often 
doesn ' t  i mp l emen t i t .  

I n t u i t i ve .  
Re l i g i ou s /my s t i ca l . 

S ch i zoph ren i c? 

P re fe rs to see a new obj e ct . 

L i kes to i mp l emen t an i dea . 
On l y  be l i eves some t h i ng i n  
P r i n t .  

Me thodo l og i ca l / reduct i on i s t .  
Human i s t / rat i ona l i s t .  

Man i c- dep ress i ve o r  hy s te r i c ? 

It is w i t h  p l eas ure that I wel come Joaqui m Fernandes {UFORA Representat i ve - Portuga l} 
to the pages of UFORAN {see "Apparit ion at Fatima - Rel i gious V i s i on or UFO?" on page 
20 o f  th i s  i ssue} . 

In a dd i t i on to represen t ing UFO Research Austral i a  i n  Portugal , Joaq uim i s  also a rep­
resentat i ve for MUFON . W i th i n  Portugal, he is a member of the national research team , 
CNIFO, b ased i n  the c i t i es o f  Porta , Li sboa , Co imbra and Portim�o - CNIFO enj oys a co­
opera t i ve rel at ionshi p w i th l oca l i nst itutes and un i vers i t i es w i th whom they have 
consul t i n g  researchers . The organ isat i on also enj oys a good rel ationsh i p  w i th the Air 
Force an d has i n vesti gated some i nt erest ing cases reported by experi enced Portuguese 
p i l ots . 

, 

Pro fessi onal l y ,  Joaquim is a j ournal ist w i th the maj or dai ly " Jornal de Noti cias" an d 
e di tor o f  scienti fi c s ubj ects . 

J oaq ui m f irst became interested i n  the UFO phenomena ten years ago . In 1978 he pub l i shed 
a short book about various Portuguese cases . In 1982 he co-authored , with Dr F i n a 
d ' Armada ,  h i s  maj or work on the Fatima Appar itions - 1  - E d .  
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"SKY CRASH - A COSM IC CONSP IRACY " 

(By Brenda Bu tler , Do t Street & Jenny Randles , Neville Spearman , 1 9 84 , recommended re­

tail price $ 1 6 . 9 5 ,  2 83 pages , illustra ted) . 

A BOOK RE VIEW/UPDATE BY BILL CHALKER 

Late in December 1 980, in Rend 1 esham Fores t, 
eastern England, on the outs kirts of NATO 
bases, RAF Bentwaters /Woodbridge (es sential­
ly USAF operations) , something extraordin­
ary transpired. A whole mas s  of incredible 
rumours were spawned. These largely des­
cribed a UFO event - monitored by radar, 
a landing or crash in the forest, with 
tantalising s uggestions that RAF and USAF 
personnel actually made contact with UFOs 
and alleged occupants . Fantastic stuff 
indeed ! Local investigators, Brenda Butler 
and Dot Street, were privy to these rumours 
very soon after the 1 1actual events11• Since 
then, they have doggedly purs ued the facts 
behind the rumours. Jenny Randl�, undoubt­
edly Britain 1 s  leading UFO researcher, 
j oined forces with Brenda and Dot. The · 
book, 11S ky Crash11 gives the res ults of 
their extraordinary struggle to uncover 
the nature of the events that occurred. 

Very early in the piece, other research 
groups examined the affair and largely dis­
mis sed it. A lot of data has been exposed 
since then and, indeed also since the 
publication of the book, that shows that 
these dismis sals were at best premature. 

Although the book exposes some extraordin­
ary claims, and presents fascinating evi­
dence, it does not prove that the events 
were of a bona fide UFO nature. But that 
is not where the authors are at anyway. 
They have simply approached some incredible 
rumours and attempted to pursue them to 
their source to try to expose the nature 
of the orginial events.  The case has 
demonstrated largely what true investiga� 
tions �re all about - purs uing the facts 
without concern for the final explanation, 
be it prosaic or otherwise. 

Some eth i·.ca l questions should be raised 
about the manner of some of the investiga­
tion, however, given the circumstances and 
the puzzling military machinations, a l terna­
tive approaches may not have been possib l e. 
For example, the utilisation of Lt. Col. 
Ha lt 1 s son as a source has questionable 
ju stification. Mind you, Halt and others 
hardly seem to have played the gentlemen•s 
game in all this. Arrests, threats etc. 
all seem to have been exploited. To their 
credit, the investigative team have perse­
vered. In their final analysis, it is 
clear that it is impos sible to say just 
what transpired. There are certainly 
provocative pointers to variou s scenarios, 
namely, bona f ide UFO event including 
contact and liaison between USAF/RAF 
officers and UFO entities ( ! ), 1 1 brown-
bears 1 1  (i. e. Rus sian satellite crash) , 
a bizarre cover story for mis sile mach­
inations (the Cruise mis sle controversy 
was promient at the time) , an experiment 
of some kind (perhaps space · warfare hard­
ware) out of control maybe, or even prosaic 
stimuli (searchlights etc. ) with extra­
ordinary misinterpretations, or, indeed, 
misrepresentations. 

Throughout much of the affair, the spectre 
of disinformation has ostensibly reared 
itself many times. l t  is tempting to 
speculate that, whatever trans pired, 
Churchill •s wartime maxim may be the 
guiding criteria for of fic i a l dom, namely : 
1 1truth is so preciou s  that she should 
always be attended by a bodyguard of 
1 ies11 (see Anthony Cave Brown•s extra­
ordinary book, 1 1Bodyguard of Lies • ) . 

Extraordinary disclos ures aix>-Lndl in 1 1 Sky 
Crash1 1, however, as the authors caution 
at almost every twist and turn of th i s  
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R E F E R E N C E L I B R A R Y  

f rus t ra t i ng s aga , not  eve ry t h i n g sho u l d b e  
pe r ce i ve d  as  i t  seems . 

We h a ve s to r i es o f  the  ove ra l l comman de r 
o f  the b a ses , n ame l y  W i n g Comman de r Go rdon 
W i l l i ams , a l l eged l y  be i n g i n  con t a c t  w i th 
a l i en s � We have tes t i mony f rom m i l i t a ry 
eye-w i t n e s s e s , i n c l ud i n g 1 1 J ames A rche r1 1 ,  
John  B u r rough s , Ad r i an B us t i n za , 1 1 S teve 
Robe r t s " , 1 1 A r t  Wa l l ace 1 1  ( now known to be 
La r ry Wa r ren ) an d L t .  Co l .  Cha r l es Ha l t .  
These l as t  two gen t l emen  rep resen t the  
e s s en ce of  the  Ren d l es ham Fo res t  a f fa i r .  
The i r res pect i ve accoun ts  and  ro l es a re 
b i z a r re and  even con t ra d i cto ry . 

l t  was "Art  Wa l l ace 1 s 1 1  s to ry t h a t  b roke i n  
t he News o f  t h e  Wo r l d ,  d u r i n g 1 9 83 . H i s  
s to ry ,  a s  des c r i bed i n  1 1S ky C ras h 1 1 comes 
comp l et e  w i t h 1 1 t i me l os s 1 1  an d os ten s i b l y  
s ee i n g a U FO en t i ty i n  a USAF  con t ro l l ed 
u n de rg round  fa c i l i ty a t  RAF Ben twa te rs . 
"A rt  Wa l l ace1 1 a l way s c l a i med  he was te r r i ­
f i ed o f  be i ng n amed , an d ye t he recen t l y  
appea red i n  a l oca l US  news pape r ,  comp l ete  
w i t h h i s  rea l n ame and  pho to . 

L t . Co l .  ( now Co l . )  H a l t ,  acco rd i n g to 
J enny Ran d l es ,  1 1h as a l ways p l ayed a ve ry 
s t ran ge game 1 1 ,  t he ve r i t ab l e  "camp j oke r 1 1 •  
1 1 S ky C rash 1 1 ce r t a i n l y  pa i n ts h i s  b i za r re 
ro l e  i n  en i gma t i c  te rms . 

The USA F , the  B r i t i s h M i n i s t ry o f  De fen ce , 
Sq d r .  Ld r .  Mo re l a n d , B r i t i s h Comma n de r o f  
Ben twat e rs , an d n ume rous  o t h e r  m i l i t a ry 
o f f i c i a l s ,  a l l o r i g i na l l y  den i ed t h a t  
any t h i ng un towa rd occu r red  i n  Ren d l es ham 
Fo res t .  B u t  now t h a t  has changed  somewha t .  
Un de r t h e  US  F reedom o f  I n fo rma t i on Act , 
t he  so- ca l l ed Ha l t  memo was re l ea s ed . l t  
ccin f i rms t h a t  os tens i b l y  a U FO even t ,  w i t h  
phys i ca l  t races , a p p a ren t l y  occ u r red . 
Howeve r ,  t he memo I s  con ten t s c re a te s · . 
mo re o f  a mys te ry t han i t  s o l ves . Fa r 
s t ran ge r i s  t ha t  n ow ,  s useq uen t to pub l i ­
ca t i on o f  1 1 S ky C ra s h 1 1 ,  t he  i n ves t i ga t i on 
team h as t h e  con t rove rs i a l Ha l t  t a pe , 
a l l eged l y  re co rded du r i n g Ha l t 1 s  f i e l d 
1 1 i n ve s t i ga t i on 1 1 o f  t he 1 1o r i g i na l 1 1  Rendlesham 
1 1 v i s i t a t i on .  A 1 1 U FO even t 1 1 i s  a l so reco rd­
ed on t he ·  t ape . Some o f  t h e  t ape seems 
a l mos t  t heat r i ca l  i n  teno r ,  cou r te sy o f  
H a l t ,  t o  wh i ch Ha l t h i ms e l f en i gma t i ca l l y  
coun te rs  w i t h  the  s ta temen t ,  1 1you can 
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a s s ume f rom t h a t , can 1 t  you , t h a t  I knew 
wha t  wa s go i n g on and  no one e l se d i d 1 1  ( ! )  
Lt . Co l . H a l t seems to be p l ay i n g some s o rt  
o f  a game , the re so l ut i o� o f  wh i ch may hol d 
the answe r  to wh at  t ran s p i red i n  Rendl es h am 
Fo res t .  

A fo rme r head o f  DS8  ( t he MO D • s • • u Fo sec­
t i on • • )  one Ra 1 ph Noyes , a 1 so seems to be 
p l ay i ng a t  some so rt  of game . He seemed 
to be a n  unexpected a l l y  of t he i nves t i ­
gat i ve team , ma k i n g s t a temen ts  l i ke ,  1 1 1  
b l ush  to s ay o f  my oon M i n i s t ry of De fen ce , 
t h a t  they have l i ed .  They have cove red 
up t h i s  i ne i den t • • .  Howeve r ,  Noyes has  
gone  abo u t  wr i t i ng a nove l , seem i n g l y  
l a rge l y  based on the Ren d l es ham Fo res t 
a ffa i r ,  w i t h  ra t he r t ran s p a rent  i den t i t i es 
fo r s i gn i f i can t l oca l i t i e s , e . g .  t he l oca l 
a i r base  i s  ca l l ed  1 1 Ben tb r i dge 1 1 •  Noyes 
os ten s i b l y  v i ews t he U FO phenomenon as  
es sen t i a l l y  1 1 t he 2 1 s t  cen t u ry eq u i va l en t  
o f  . 1  i gh t n i ng • • .  

Fu rthe r s t ran ge mach i n a t i on s  p l ague t he 
a f fa i r .  At t he s ame t i me 1 1 S ky C ra s h 1 1 was 
pub l i s hed , ano t h e r  book  appea red wh i ch 
has h ad con s i de rab l e  i mpact . Acco rd i ng 
to J enny  Ran d l e s , Sun day · T i mes j ou rna l i s t , 
Hen ry Po r te r ,  i n  1 1 L i es , Damn L i es & Some 
Exc l us i ve s 1 1 ,  ch a rges t h a t  the  a f fa i r was 
a 1 1 f i ct i on 1 1 ,  accus i ng t he News of the  
Wo r l d o f  hav i ng i nven ted  i t . Meanwh i l e ,  
1 1 S ky C ra s h 1 1 ,  acco rd i ng to Jenny , i s  
v i r t ua l l y  not  ava i l ab l e  i n  the  U K .  Al l 
maj o r  books to res  t h e re have ref used to 
t ake i t . 1 1 S ky C rash 1 1  l s · Jenny  1 s s i xth  
U FO book . One of  t h e  maj o r  book c l ubs  i n  
t he U K , s pe c  i a 1 i s  i n g· i n  s t range phenomena ,  
ostens i b l y  rej ected  1 1 S ky C ra s h 1 1 on t he 
g roun ds  t hat  i t  h as got noth i n g to do w i t h  
s t ran ge phenomen a !  

The re i s  t he rub . Even Jenny te l l s  me , as  
of  De cembe r 1 9 84 a t  l eas t ,  on t he cu r ren t 
s t a t us o f  t he case , s he dou b t s  i t  was  a 
U FO even t . He r bes t cu r ren t f i t exp l ana­
t i on , i f  p ressed , wou l d  be  t ha t  the  U FO 
s to ry i s  a cove r t h a t  has been i nven ted 
• • fo r  somet h i ng ra the r n aughty  that  wen t  
on 1 1 •  (Ame r i c an s pace wa r fa re resea rch 
pe rhaps ? )  

To c l os e  t h i s  rev i ew- come- update on t he 
Ren d l es ham Fo res t a f fa i r ,  i t  s hou l d  be 
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n ot ed th at t h e  1 1 s p ac e  warf are1 1 ang l e  may 
h ave s ome v al i d i t y in t h at t h e H al t t ap e  
rec ords  t h e  f ol l owi n g . A l l eg ed l y , as t h e  
11U  F01 1 ( wh i eh i s  s ug g es t ed b y  s ome t o  b e  
a 1 igh t h ous e s earch l igh t )  s t ar t s  t o  ap ­
p roach H al t 1 s  t eam, a t imech eck is g i v en 
on t h e t ap e. Th at t i me mak es i t  exac t l y  
cont emp orary , virt u al l y  t o  t h e  exact 
minu t e ,  t o  t h e  wel l - k nown Cas h- L an d ru m  
cas e  in Texas , of Decemb er 29 , 1 9 80 ,  wh ere­
i n  c i v i l ians w i t n es s ed a b i z arre 1 1 U F01 1 
c omp l et e  wi t h  1 1 mi l i t ar yl 1  c omp any, namel y 
nu merou s Ch i nok h el i cop t e rs . Th e wi t nes ­
s es s ub s equ en t l y  exp eri en c ed s evere 
ph ys i o l og i cal ef f ec t s . Were t h os e  t wo 
event s rel at ed in s ome way? T h e  p ri mary 
i nves t i g at or of t he C as h - L an d ru m  ev ent , 
J oh n  S ch u es s l er ,  h as b een p rep ari ng a 
b ook on t h e  inc id ent , t ent at i v el y t it l ed ,  
1 1 F i re in th e Road 1 1 •  A l ot of p eop l e f eel , 
on t h e  b al an c e of e v id en ce,  t h at t h es e  
ev en t s  wer e a b i z ar re t erres t r ial  exp er i ­
men t ou t of c ont rol . 

1 1 S k y  C ras h 1 1 h as a l ot t o  s ay ab ou t many 
mat t ers of con cern t o  U FO res earch ers . l t  
s h ou l d b e  read b y  al l of us . Y ou mi ght  not 
ag ree w i t h  much of wh at i s  s ai d  and conc l u d ­
ed , h owev er , t h e  ef fort  exp end ed and th e 
s ag a  p rop ound ed d es erv es a h earni ng . M y  
on l y  h op e  is t h at 1 1 S k y  C rash : Two1 1 ,  i f  i t  
man ag es t o  app ear , s u rv i v ing al l t h e  ext ra­
ord i nary ob s t ac l es b ef ore i t ,  d oes ap pear 
an d t el l s us wh at real l y  h app ened i n  
Rend l es h am Fores t l at e  in Decemb e r  1 9 80 .  
I t rus t al l res earch e rs wi l l  d wel l on it s 
p ot ent i al i mp l i cat ion s , ev en if t h e 
Rend l es h am F ores t af f ai r tu rns ou t t o  h av e  
not h i ng t o  d o  wi t h  t he 1 1 real UF01 1 mys t ery. 
P erh aps mayb e it d oes - wh o k nows ? S ome­
b od y  d oes . Let 1 s  h ope  h e  or t h ey come 
c l ean. D es p it e  t h e  c onfus ing nat u re of th e 
s ag a  t ol d ,  1 1 S k y  C rash 1 1 can b e  emb r aced on 
a nu mb er of l ev el s ,  even j u s t  as a 1 1 s p y  
t h r i l l er1 1 •  l t  s h ou l d b e  read b y  al l .  Mysel f ,  
I remain confus ed .  Th e 1 1 t ru t h 1 1 h as yet t o  
emerge in t o  t h e  e o  l d l i ght  of day. I t  may b e  
s t aring at us . L et 1s wai t and s ee. 91 




